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EARLY four-score years ago there came into 
existence on American soil a new force for the 
benefit of humanity. It was almost providential 
that its birth was upon the shores of the beauti- 
ful Chesapeake and among a people who had 
proclaimed religious toleration and made it a 
foundation-stone of their State, so publishing to 
the world that a man's religion could not affect 
his fealty to the State. 

From a humble beginning Odd Fellowship has 
won its way to be a distinguishing force for the 
benefit of humanity. Its principles, first taught by 
lowly men to their companions in their workshops 
and business life, has steadily made its way, without 
ostentation or display, to a place of influence and prosperity. 
Mighty truths, no matter how humble their origin, are mighty 
forces always, so Odd Fellowship, humble In its beginning, has 
become a mighty force in its mission of Charity and Fraternity. 
The tavern and the cup have been left far behind, but the 
precepts and principles are undying, and have gone steadily 
forward, seeking men who will help in the solution of the 
problem of "Man's duty to man," 

Humanity, Fraternity, Love, is the battle-cry of the Order, 
and its inspiration the open Bible. Jew or Gentile, Catholic or 
Protestant, are alike welcomed to our ranks In the fight for 





Humanity. We ask not, we care not, for his 

religious or political beliefs, but we do ask, we do 

di^mand, that he shall stand shoulder to shoulder 

with his brothers in the fight against inhumanity, 

selfishness and sin. 

From Judea there came a cry of Peace! Good will 

:o men ; and it is to this that our Order is making 

ghty efforts to respond and heed. 

We believe that Love is the great remedy of many 
f our social evils, for in Jonathan we see a love 
greater than a brother's ; in Isaac, love greater 
than a father's ; in the parable of the Samaritan, 
lijvi.- i^reater than a Church; and in Him who 
■ IHike ,15 never man has spoken, and who gave, to 
le lowly and oppressed, hope for despair, consola- 
1 Inr sorrow, and a life worth the living, a love 
than the world. 
All around us are heard the needs of humanity, and our 
Order is bringing its mighty influence to bear in relieving the 
distress that is too common amongst us. Under the command 
of our laws to relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and 
educate the orphans, the Order has poured millions of dollars 
into the homes of the unfortunate ; and that the work shall be 
greater and the relief more plentiful, this beautiful Temple has 
been erected, a worthy monument of the past deeds and an 
incentive to greater ones in the future— a Temple not erected 
by the hands of slaves driven by the whips of tyranny, or by 
an ambitious State, but by the love of men who hold the ( 
principles of an Order's teaching in keepint,' with their, 
God and their Church. 

As from a dark and fearful sky there cai 
like a lightning flash to the world a new (on 
mandment, "That ye love one another," and oii] 
Order receives and proclaims to the whole woili 




this commandment as the first and great underlying principle 
of our mission to humanity. Winning our way by our deeds, 
entering the lives and the homes of the lowly and unfortunate, 
giving consolation by earthly means, educating the orphan to 
be upright and honest and to be worthy citizens of their 
country and influential members of their Church, we command 
the respect of all who are earnestly seeking to benefit mankind 
by deeds worthy of our present civilization. 

Inviting the enmity of none, defending our motives by an 
exhibition of our deeds, we are moving 
forward in the great fight against selfish- 
ness and inhumanity, tempering our 
judgment with love, and the victory is 
assured. Capital and labor, the rich and 
the poor, the mighty and the lowly, will 
all stand shoulder to shoulder in this 
mission for humanity. 

The great crowd gathered together 
to celebrate the dedication of thi 
Temple of Odd Fellowship was but 
tithe of the mighty army that is gather- ' 
ing for the real work, for the telling 
work in the fight of our Order. 

Who is the prophet that can foretell 
the future ? 

Did Wildey realize what he was 
building, or Ridgely what he had organized .' Can Nicholson 
see the fruition of his life's labor of love for humanity ? 
Many are the names in our State that are written, in letters 
more enduring than the hills, on our hearts and in the records 
of the Order. Hopkins, Curtis, Stokes, Bertram and Lamberton 
are but a few of the many who make our hearts throb for 
their memory — only laying down their work when their hearts 
ceased beating and their souls had returned to Him who gave. 




But the work is going on, and will go on, better because of 
their labors in the vineyard of the Father. 

With this written, the labors of the Souvenir Committee 
are ended, and if the publication of this book reaches the 
object for which it is intended, the many months of arduous 
labor by them will be amply repaid. Week after week, month 
after month, the work has gone steadily onward, until there is 
nothing more to be done but to reflect whether our labor has 
been satisfactory or not. We have done the very best with 
our talents and the material placed at our disposal. The friend- 
ships the Committee have formed have given them a clearer 
insight into the men who are doing the work of our beloved 
Order, and they can only be severed by the ruthless hand that 
spares neither friend nor foe. 

*' A little work, a little play, 
To keep us going, and so, good-day ! 

A little trust, that, when we die, 
We reap our sowing, and so, good-by ! " 
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■•mifc,^, '-^S'ff' * ''I'l I'ellows' Temple, situated in the 
^^wr Jk}"' .'_fl'ii-.j[ii--- luart of Philadelphia, is ten stones 
-"^^BfTm''' lii_i;, lm:u, lining in front, on the east side 
I '{ 1 In 1.1. i Street, one hundred and twenty 
Lt't, ;in(i L'xtending in depth along the south 
lie iif Cherry Street one hundred and 
i-nty feet. The outer walls are composed 
fferent shades of Pompeiian cream-colored 
il teira-L'ilta pilasters, cornices and other 
trimmings and ornaments, the principal characteristic of which 
is simplicity and solidity. The main entrance is in the center 
of the Broad Street front, through an arched doorway twenty 
feet wide by thirty feet high, with a vestibide twenty feet wide 
by twenty feet deep. Opening from the main corridor, on the 
first floor to the left, is the Grand Secretary's office, that of 
the Grand Master, and committee-rooms; on the right a large 
room, forty-five feet square, for office purposes. There are also 
ladies' sitting- and waiting-rooms, which may be used as toilet- 
rooms when the Grand Lodge Room or Auditorium is used for 
lectures or entertainments, and a general reception-room for 
members of the Order. 



The Grant! Lodge Room or Auditorium extends along the 
west end of the building, sixty-six feet wide on Cherry Street, 
ninety-two feet long and forty feet high, with a stage at south 
end, twenty-five by twenty feet. There are no columns or 
other obstructions in this room. The hall is wainscoted and 
beautifully plastered, the ceiling heavily paneled and richly 
ornamented, and the room illuminated by arc lights in the 
ceiling, and clusters of incandescent lights on the sides. 

The second, third, fourth and fifth floors are divided into 
one hundred and five offices. Each room has light and air 
from the outside, and is furnished with artificial light and heat 
and first-class office-building service. On the fourth floor, in 
the southeast corner of the building, is a Post-room, forty feet 
wide and sixty-six feet long, two stories in height, having a 
toilet connected therewith, and occupied by Post r, G. A. R. 
All the building above the fifth floor will be used by the 
Order, and contains fifteen spacious lodge- and two commodious 
encampment -rooms, with reception- and committee- rooms, and 
an entertainment- and banqueting- room, with all necessary 
conveniences and appliances. 

The basement contains a drill-room, ninety feet long by 
sixty feet wide and sixteen feet high, without columns or other 
obstructions. Convenient to it are rooms to be used as a 
lobby, hat- and cloak-rooms, serving-rooms, etc. The 
luMting is by steam and the lighting by electricity. 
The woodwork throughout is of quartered white oak 
of antique finish. The floors throughout the build- 
^ ing are supported with steel girders, with flat 

' brick arches, solid brick walls between lodge- 

rooms, making it absolutely fire-proof. The 
building is furnished with elevators and all 
other modern conveniences. 






HENRY VORK, 




There are fifteen lodge-rooms distributed throughout the 
upper floors, and in each the scheme of decoration is different. 
All are alike in having a wainscoting of Mycenian marble, five 
feet high, but the color of the marble differs in each room. 

The mural decorations of the Temple play a very import- 
ant part in the beauty and finish of the building. The designs 
of all the lodge-rooms, excepting the two encampment-rooms, 
are carried out in the style of the Italian Renaissance, which 
is the style of the architecture of the building. Particular 
attention was given to all the details pertaining to the furnish- 
ing and fitting up of tlic rooms. The carpets were specialty 
de'si^ned and the colorings made 
V^^ to blend with the decorations. 
^V*^ ^'^''■'^^ *«<\'< The furniture and coverings 
'V' A (^ 'Vy were made with the same 

end in view, so that the 
whole effect produced is a 
rfcct harmony of the different 
naking the most artistic col- 
lection of lodge-rooms in the country. While the same style of 
ornamentation is carried out in all the rooms, yet each lodge- 
room has an individuality, the detail in the ornamentation 
being entirely different and the color effects of all the rooms 
so varied that no two approach each other in general appear- 
ance, the harmonies between the different rooms being pro- 
duced by pleasing contrasts rather than by the assimilation of 
color. There are no platforms in the lodge-rooms, with the 
exception of those for the officers, as is customary, and instead 
of the ordinary stiff seats are substituted sofas, divans and 
chairs of luxurious pattern. No drapery is used to designate 
the station of the officer, but in its place the characteristic 
color appears in the mural decoration. 
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Instead of stepping directly into the ante-rooms of the 
lodge from the hallways, there are vestibules to each group, 
giving more privacy in this respect. Vestibules and hallways, 
like the lodge-rooms themselves, are wainscoted with Mycenian 
marble, and the pilasters are formed of the same beautiful 
material. There are four rooms in the building that may be 
used as banqueting-halls, and which, taken together, can seat 
one thousand people. 

All the hallways, from top to bottom of the building, are 
paved with marble tiles. Through the very center of the struc- 
ture is run the light-well, making the illumination perfect and 
economizing room. Over the first landing-place are three hand- 
some stained-glass windows, representing Friendship, Love and 
Truth. 

The main Auditorium is treated in soft, luminous tones of 
color, which enhance very much the fine architectural treatment 
of the room, particular attention being devoted to the coloring, 
in order to produce an agreeable effect both by daylight and 
artificial light. The light coloring of the beams, trusses, orna- 
mental cornices and belts, with their delicate ivory treatment, 
assists very materially in bringing out the fine and varied 
detail of the relief work. 

On the tenth floor is a dining-room that will be open 
night and day for the use of the members, and on the same 
floor is situated a smoking-room and billiard-room. This intro- 
duction of social features into the lodge building is a novelty. 
Another novelty is the degree- room on the ninth floor. This 
is specially equipped for the dramatic work of degrees, and 
provided with movable scenery. The arrangements for con- 
ferring the degrees are elaborate and perfect. This room may 
also be used as a banquet-hall, or for entertainments. In the 
rear of the station of the Noble Grand are three commodious 
dressing-rooms, while the ante-rooms to the rear of the Vice- 
Grand are as large as many lodge-rooms. 
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Cncampmeitl-Komna. 

The two encampment-rooms on the ninth floor are treated 
totally different from any of the lodge-rooms, and are espe- 
cially interesting to the student. They are a reproduction, as 
nearly as possible, of a style used before the Christian era, 
namely, the Assyrian. The colorings are reproduced after the 
descriptions by early writers, and the furniture was made and 
adapted from designs found on old monuments and has reliefs. 
They are modeled after the tabernacle in which the Jews kept 
the Ark of the Covenant, and, as far as practicable, the same 
material has been used in their construction. A wainscoting 
of dark wood, overlaid with gold, rises to a height of eight 
feet, and over this is stretched a tent ornamented with a design 
patterned after the embroideries used in the Biblical Chamber, 
rich in its yellow and purple. Over the chairs and seats are 
thrown skins of wild beasts. In the rear of both encampment- 
rooms are the dressing-rooms. This idea of having dressing- 
rooms is a novelty that will appeal to the members. Every 
dressing-room is provided with toilet facilities, and there are 
lavatories on each floor. The great care bestowed upon the 
furnishings and decorations of these rooms will give added 
interest to the work and ceremonies to be performed in them. 

The illustrations in this book represent some of the orna- 
mental or decorative features of the building, some event 
connected therewith, or some person who has been directly 
connected with the history of the Order, of the Temple move- 
ment, or of its dedication. 
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ARIOUS theories have been promulgated in 
relation to the origin of Odd Fellowship. 
One that was current for some years set 
forth that our Order was first established by 
the Roman soldiers iu camp during the 
reign of Nero, in the year 55 ; they were 
called Fellow-Citizens, and the present name was 
-i\'en by Titus Cassar in the year 79, from their 
i^nowing each other by night or by day, and 
ihi;ir fidelity to him and their country. He not 
c them the name of Odd Fellows, but at the 
same time, as a pledge of friendship, presented them with a 
dispensation engraved on a plate of gold, bearing different 
emblems, such as the sun, moon and stars, the lamb, the lion, 
the dove, and emblems of mortality. 

It has been further stated that the Order spread in other 
countries, and that in the fifth century it was established in Spain, 
and in the twelfth century was introduced into Portugal by King 
Henry, and it was also established in France about the same 
time, and afterward by John de Neville in England, attended by 



five knights from France, who formed a Loyal Grand Lodge of 
Honor. 

Unfortunately for this theory, it was not promulgated until 
centuries after the events which it narrates are said to have 
occurred, and there is no contemporary evidence to confirm 
the theory. It must, therefore, be dismissed as unworthy of 
credence. 

A sentence in one of the old charge books ascribed the 
origin of the Order to our father Adam, and an old medal or 
jewel, which was presented to Past Grand Sire Wildey in 
England, was thought by some to corroborate the idea; but this 
was so absurd that, in a subsequent revision of the work, the 
sentence spoken of was stricken out of the charge. Since that 
time, intelligent men have not been mortified by hearing such 
ridiculous statements. 

It has been asserted time and again that Daniel Defoe, 
who wrote in the early part of the last century, made mention 
of the Society of Odd Fellows ; and that the Gentleman's 
Magasine for 1745 referred to the Odd Fellows' Lodge as a place 
where very comfortable and recreative evenings may be spent. 
The writings of Defoe, 
although very voluminous, have 
been consulted in vain for the 
mention above spoken of; and 
the GcHtlemait's Magazine for 
1745 has been referred to, page 
by page, and even sentence by 
sentence, without finding any 
such allusion in the volume. 
This book may still be found 
in some of our large public 
libraries, and it has been 
ascertained that the whole 
statement is false. 



JAMES B. NlCHOl. 




Odd Fellows have not been alone in attempts to confer a 
fancied dignity upon their association by ascribing its origin to 
antiquity. Ancient names are employed in organizations of 
modern origin, upon the supposition that similarity of names is 
sufficient evidence of lineal descent and inherited authority, as 
well as of unity of purpose and kindredness of design, and 
many yield credence to such unsupported assumptions without 
an inquiry as to the missing and all-important links that are 
needed to connect the new with the old. 

Fortunately for our Order, it possessed ir 
clear, calm judgment, who rejected all false p 
sions and placed the Order upon its merit- 
not upon claims for an ancient origin ; 
highest title to respect. Grand Secretarj 
made the following declaration in his &i; 
Boston, June 19, 1845 : 

"I know that it has been not unusual, on n 
like the present, to claim for Odd Fell<i 
affinity with secret institutions which hail 
origin in periods of time when the passions 
men were fiercest and the midnight of idol;ilr\ 
overshadowed and blighted the promptingN ■>[ 
the human heart. / am here to repudiate sutit 
associations." Since that declaration was in.i.Is', 
few have been found willing to assert any cIluiii 
to antiquity, but. on the contrary, nearly all have 
concurred in endeavoring to find in the modern origin of the 
Order some reason for its adaptation to the present needs of 
society. 

Mr. James Spry, in his "History of Odd Fellowship in 
England," speaks as follows: 

"Some of my readers are not aware that there are many 
Orders of Odd Fellowship in existence in England, besides the 
Manchester Unity, numbering in the aggregate many thousands, 
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I will name some of them: Imperial Odd Fellows (Notting- 
ham), Ancient Noble Odd Fellows (Bolton), Grand United 
Odd Fellows (Sheffield), Economical Odd Fellows (Leeds), 
National Odd Fellows (Salford), and the Odd Fellows (London 
Unity). It would be impossible to state the causes that led 
to the formation of these several Unities ; but one great cause, 
that led to the severance of some and prevented the amalga- 
mation of others, occurred between the years 1790 and 1796. 
At that time, the principles of Deism had overcome the minds 
of men in France, and resulted in a Revolution which destroyed 
the forms of Religion and the Monarchy, under the cry of 
* Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity,' and instituted the worship 
of Reason. The Government of this country, fearing the spread 
of similar principles amongst our people (who had in many 
instances expressed themselves enamored of the proceedings of 
the National Assembly of France), caused measures to be intro- 
duced into Parliament (from the operation of which Freemasons 
were specially exempted), for the effectual dealing with seditious 
meetings, and to prevent the establishment of corresponding 
societies, the unlawful administration of oaths, etc. The laws 
thus passed were, by means of the local authorities, common 
informers, spies, and constables, brought to bear on the com- 
munity with great severity. The members of the Odd Fellows' 
societies, in many cases, fearing that their motives might be 
suspected, and their teachings of Fraternity construed into 
political objects, began to limit their operations to their own 
localities, and ceased in many cases to communicate with their 
Grand Lodges. The Order of Odd Fellows was thus disorgan- 
ized, and remained so for many years. In the year 1809 we 
may consider that the first steps were taken in Manchester, 
from which our great Unity eventually sprung; but even here, 
although both the dates of origin nearly agree, the honor is 
claimed by two different persons. I will give both the versions, 
and allow you to form your own opinions upon the subject. A 
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working marble- mason, by name Bolton, and a member of the 

Ancient Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to a Lodge in 

London, removed to Manchester. Not finding there a 

Lodge suited to his mind, he, in conjunction with some 

friends, applied for and obtained a Dispensntian 

a Lodge, and called it the 'Victory.' (A I.ml^'i 

name, No. 3, is still in existence at Manclicst 

nearly one hundred members belonging to it, 1 T}^ 

other account attributes the origin of the Vu 

Robert Naylor, who was afterward Grand MastLT of J 

Order in the year 1832. It is said that Mr 

with others, held convivial meetings periodically at tiic 

Ropemakers' Arms, Chapel Street, Salford ; they drew 

up a code of rules for self-government, and instituted 

an awful and absurd ceremonial to be used on the ^ 

admission of members. The fame of their proceedings 

induced some members of the ' Prince Regent' Lodge 

Odd Fellows to join them ; and with this addition 

formed themselves into a benefit club, at the P 

Hood, in Church Street, Manchester, in October, 

It will be seen that the first-named statement attribul| 

the origin to a regular Dispensation granted for its'l 

stitution, while the formation of the Lodge 

Robert Naylor (I believe, the ' Lord Abercrom^ 

afterwards constituted a Grand Lodge, was spontan^ 

and this I am inclined to consider to be the tru4 

of the Manchester Unity." 

The history of the Order in this country is toler- 
ably well known. To Thomas Wildey has been ascribed 
the honor of establishing, in Baltimore, on the 26th i 
April, 1819, the Lodge whence ail the existing Lodgd 
in America have either directly or indirectly sprunjj 
It is known, however, that Lodges organized upon ta 
self-instituting principle existed in some of nur principf 




seaport cities prior to Wildey's commencing his labors. As 
early as 1806, there was a Lodge working in New York under 
the title of " Shakspere Grand Lodge." It appears to have had 
a fitful existence, and, after many struggles, it expired; and 
such was the fate of all others, except Washington Lodge, No. 1, 
of Baltimore. 

The first four original Lodges that were recognized by the 
Grand Lodge of the United States were : Washington Lodge, 
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No. I, of Maryland ; Massachusetts Lodge, No. I, of Massa- 
chusetts; Columbia Lodge, No. i, of New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania Lodge, No, r, of Pennsylvania. The first of these, 
through Wildey, succeeded in bringing the others into connec- 
tion, and in that way was formed the nucleus of the present 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows of America. Pennsylvania 
Lodge, No. I, was instituted in the same way as Washington 
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Lodge, No, I — upon the self-instituting 
principle — on the 26th of December, 1821, 
in the house of John Upton, 66 Dock 
Street, in the city of Philadelphia. They 
had no connection with any other Lodge until 
the isth of June, 1823, when, in response to 
their application for a charter from the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland and the United States, a char- 
ter was granted as prayed for, and the Lod;^e 
rated as Pennsylvania Lodge, No. i. At the sann.- 
time a charter was granted to the Past Grands of 
Pennsylvania Lodge, No. i, when duly installed, as a Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania, to be located in Philadelphia. 

In the "History of American Odd Fellowship," by James 
L. Ridgely, there is given an account of the first decade of 
Odd Fellowship in the United States. Since that time, the 
journals of the Sovereign Grand Lodge and of the State Grand 
Lodges contain the pith of the history of the Order in this 
country, showing the growth of the Order and its expansion 
over the land. The session of i860, at Nashville, was remark- 
able from the fact that every State and Territory in the United 
States was represented. The States that have been added 
since that time now send their representatives to the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge, showing that the Order has kept pace with the 
material growth of the country. What its future will be is 
entirely problematical. We can but hope that the same hand 
that has led it on through these early trials will also lead it to 
a greater height than it has yet attained, and that in the 
future, as in the past, it will be a means for the elevation of 
humanity. 

James B, Nicholson, P.G.S. 




€lje Cemplr Commitfjc. 

1^1 lAT is very good ; but we have been that far on 
two other occasions, and 1 don't believe that 
V you will get any farther, although I will do all 
/,^_ ' in my power to aid you," 

' I The speaker was Dawson Richards, now deceased. 

/ elf was one of Nature's noblemen; his influence, 

ttinugh quiet and unobtrusive, was always active for 

tlu L;ood of the Hall Association; and on this occa- 

■.imm he spoke with more than usual fervor. 

i'he reason for this utterance was the final report 
of the Committee on Percentage Certificates. 
His words fired the enthusiasm of the persons to whom 
they were addressed, and within a very few weeks the report, 
to the great surprise of everybody, waji practically unanimously 
accepted by the Lodges and Encampments, and the Hall Associ- 
ation, from being crippled in its finances, suddenly found itself 
with a handsome surplus in its Treasury. 

From this point may be dated the building of the Temple. 
The other movements to build great Odd Fellows' Halls or 
Temples in this city failed, largely because of the opposition of 
members of the old Sixth Street Hall Association, That body 
not believing itself rich enough to build a better building, or 
not feeling warranted in going into any greater enterprise, the 
whole matter was suffered to die, not without regret, however, 
and in face of a strong sentiment in the Order for such a 
building as would not only bring the Order to the favorable 
attention of the community, but would be suitable for the 
requirements of the fraternity. 

Immediately upon the dawn of easy finances in the Hall 
Association, it was proposed to modernize the old building. A 
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committee of three was appointed to carefully examine into the 
matter and report the probable cost. One member of this 
committee was known to favor a new building, but the other 
two were supposed to be equally in earnest against any such 
enterprise. In fact, it was openly stated at the time, that the 
two had been selected for the purpose of killing any such 
foolish proposition. After some delay the committee met, only 
to find that each member earnestly desired that the Order 
should have a new building, and that this Association should 
undertake the work. Each had been cautious about expressing 
his opinion, fearful of the opposition of his associates. It can 
readily be understood that there was considerable good feeling 
when the true state of affairs was disclosed. There began 
friendships that have continued unbroken to this day; and it 
was speedily resolved, after investigation, to recommend to 
the Association the abandonment of the idea of repairing or 
rebuilding . the old place ; and instead, that it procure another 
site, on which to erect a new building. 

The report was received by the Association, and the matter 
was referred to the Lodges and Encampments to instruct their 
representatives how to vote. The contest, although quietly 
conducted, was memorable, and deserves to be ranked among 
the great decisive battles in the Order. On each side, earnest, 
thoughtful, honest men arrayed themselves, the respective forces 
were organized, and addresses were made nightly to the Lodges 
and Encampments. The representatives were talked to and 
asked to try to induce their constituents to cast their votes for 
or against. In this miniature warfare, a little office on Walnut 
Street became the place of meeting for those who were in favor 
of the new building. Here they would gather in weekly meet- 
ings, always bringing a few of the opposition — if possible, those 
most earnestly opposed. While many of them came armed 
with a conservatism that was, they thought, founded upon 
experience, and with minds apparently unchangeably opposed, 
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yet many remained to vow allegiance to the new cause. At 
these meetings none wielded a wider influence than Dawson 
Richards. Clear-headed, conservative, yet progressive, earnest, 
truthful and kindly spoken, with an enthusiasm born of a true 
love of the Order, yet with the caution of his Quaker parent- 
age, his influence in the Association was second to none, and 
it is to his undying credit that he always used his power for 
the good of the corporation. When the committee secured his 
co-operation and that of Henry York, the president, the result, 
so far as the trustees were concerned, was not long in doubt; 




BREAKING THK GROUND FOR THE NEW TEMPLE, DECEMBER u, 1892. 

more than two-thirds became openly in favor of the movement. 
The prejudices of the general membership had so long been 
excited against any movement of this kind that it was not 
possible to so entirely and quickly change their habits of 
thought ; so that when the vote was taken in the Association, 
quite a number of the representatives were compelled, by the 
instructions of their constituents, to vote against the proposition, 
although personally they were in favor of the movement. This 
was not all loss, however, as it placed in the opposition a 
sufficient number of those who would vote with the new hall 
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advocates on everything 
but a direct vote, to 
overcome any possible 
attempt at delay, or to 
cripple the enterprise 
or destroy confidence in 
the ability of the Asso- 
ciation to carry it to 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ a successful completion. 
It is needless to say that the committee's proposition pre- 
vailed, and they were continued and became known as the New 
Hall Committee. The personnel has from time to time been 
changed, but the three original members, Henry Kengott, John 
B. Stauffer, and the writer, are still connected with it, having 
served continuously since September, 1886. 

The battle was won, but the war was not ended. Some of 
the minority, both in and outside of the Association, were 
determined to defeat the project by every fair means. The 
committee would learn of a site, make a report, and obtain the 
necessary authority to secure it, only to find that somebody had 
seen the owner in the meantime, and filled him so full that he 
would raise the price out of all reason. The committee were 
treated in this way on several occasions, and the result was 
that they had exhausted all or nearly all the available sites. 
Discouraged and disappointed, they were almost ready to give 
up; but pride and a firm belief in the necessity of their work, 
as well as a desire to reap some reward for their labor, induced 
them to a policy of silence and of watching and waiting. 

Encouraged by the silence of the committee and by the 
belief that it had been baffled, attacks were made by the oppo- 
sition by calling for information which only resulted in the dis- 
comfiture of the enemy, except that in two instances they 
managed to secure, because the committee deemed it wise, an 
increase in the number of the committee. Fortunately, in 
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every case, while the opposition believed it had secured repre- 
sentatives in the committee, the new members were loyal to the 
cause the committee represented. The effect, therefore, was 
simply to make the cause more powerful in the councils of the 
Hall Association and to bring to it more earnest, enthusiastic 
advocates. 

This is the way the matter stood when, in 1888, a thirty-day 
option was secured on the property on the southeast corner of 
Broad and Cherry Streets, the terms of the option being that 
the entire purchase-money should be paid in cash. Here it 
seemed was to be the crucial test of the matter. 

It was necessary that the Order should furnish forty thou- 
sand dollars within twenty days. Sentiment was one thing, but 
hard cash was another. To the surprise of everybody, the 
demand was met by offers aggregating over sixty thousand 
dollars. 

The site was secured, subject to a lease of four years, 
during which time the committee went ahead to perfect the plans. 

This in a short way is a statement of the early history of 
the inception of the Temple movement. The committee has 
since been increased, until now it numbers twenty-one members. 
Its work may be briefly told by relating three principal events: 

Ground was broken ^» 

for the building Decern- V^)^ 
her 12, 1892. ' 

The corner-stone "I 
the Temple was laid July 
18, 1893. 

The dedication took 
place May 21, 1895. 

The building is with- 
out a peer In the whole 
range of fraternal build- 
ings, and to attempt tn 




describe it would also consume more space than the Souvenir 
would admit of. If you will walk through it you must allow at 
least two hours, and what one can see in that time cannot be 
described in a few pages of this book. 

Over a million of dollars has been raised and expended. 

The greatest panic the world has ever seen has been suc- 
cessfully passed. 

The finest and best of materials have been gathered, and 
the best workmen have manipulated them, until, inch by inch, 
brick by brick, the Temple has come up out of the ground, 
arisen to its present proportions, and to-day it is not only 
gratifying to the Order, but is a notable addition to the 
architectural beauty of this city. 

It is not to the Temple, however, that I wish to call atten- 
tion, but to the committee who built it ; nor to speak of them 
personally, although each in himself is worthy of an article, but 
of them as engaged in the great work. 

If you will but go deep enough into the causes of success in 
every great movement, you will find some intense personality ; 
you will find some man or body of men who bring to it the 
strongest passions of their souls ; who, risking everything, daring 
all, aye, even neglecting self, devote themselves, with body and 
mind, to the cause they have undertaken. The celebrated Penn- 
sylvania Abolition Society, who formerly owned the ground on 
which the Sixth Street Hall stands, will furnish a familiar example. 

It would seem, therefore, no more than might have been 
expected that the most energetic association of men of the 
present day in the Order should have come out of that building, 
rebuilt and remodeled on the plans and foundations of old 
Pennsylvania Hall. Utterly unconscious of anything but the 
end in view, they have pursued their way earnestly, watch- 
fully, and with much self sacrifice, attaining results that are 
apparently satisfying to the Order, and have found their recom- 
pense in that sweetest of all rewards, success. 
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The earnestness of the committee is, indeed, more than 
remarkable ; it has manifested itself in a thousand ways to the 
astonishment of the Order and the furtherance of the enterprise. 

In fact, so patent had this become that they were pressed 
on all sides to take up every reform movement in the Order, 
and they received credit for, and were charged with, many 
things that they were in no way connected with. The truth is 
that, as a committee, they manifested no interest in* anything 
except what was calculated to further the Temple project. 




LAVING THE CORNER-STONE OF THE NEW TEMPLE. Jl'LV i8. 189J. 

Every one who was dissatisfied usually blamed whatever he 
thought was wrong in the Order on some one of the Temple 
Committee, generally the chairman, and then he proceeded to 
"kick "with all his force. This had grown to such an extent 
that it became laughable: the things for which the committee 
have been unjustly blamed would fill a book. 

The good work they have done, in connection with the 
Temple movement, will, however, be better appreciated as years 



roll by and the Order learns to comprehend the personal merits 
of my associates. 

I have said that each is worthy of a personal notice. The 
mention of a few will suffice. One of them practically gave up 
his business to devote his time to the movement. Another had 
so neglected his business that he dreaded the pay-day to come, 
fearing it would bring a "yellow envelope." Still another practi- 
cally turned his business office into an office for the Association, 
and devoted more time to its operations than to his own 
affairs. And so each has done his duty well and faithfully. 

The personal enthusiasm and depth of feeling they have 
shown in this movement have at times been touchingly mani- 
fested. I will relate a single instance. When the box was 
being packed for tlie corner-stone, it was discovered at the last 
minute that no Bible had been procured. Thereupon, one of 
the committee took out of his pocket a little, well-thumbed 
and frayed-edge Bible, stating to the writer that his mother 
had given it to him when he went to war, that it had been 
his constant companion during his years of service, and that he 
had always used and prized it since. He said : " I have often 
wondered what would become of that little book after I die. I 
can't tell you how I feel towards it, and if you don't object I 
should like to place it in that box. I can't love the Temple 
more than I do now, but it will make me feel very happy to 
know that this little book, which I know contains God's truth, 
is part of the building to be erected there." 

The thoroughness with which the committee has done its 
work is worthy of comment. A well-informed engineer, who 
was lately called on for an opinion, gave it as his judgment 
that the building cost at least two hundred thousand dollars 
less than a like building would have cost under ordinary 
management. One item wiU serve to show the methods of the 
committee, namely, the bricks. In a city noted the world over 
for its brick buildings, surely there could be nothing new to learn 
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in the brick line. It may be a matter of surprise, therefore, 
to know that there is much to be learned concerning this, one 
of the most ancient of trades. 

Bricks are, indeed, in these days, made without straw — in 
fact, almost without moisture. A complete investigation and 
many interesting experiments were made by the committee, 
looking to the selection of the best brick. Finally, a trip was 
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taken to the city of Washington, which is, perhaps, the most 
remarkable city in the country, inasmuch as the representatives 
from the various States, who are able to build homes there, 
almost invariably import the materials from their own States. 
The committee were, therefore, enabled to see collected in the 
buildings of that city samples of the entire brick production of 
the nation, and to select the very best face brick for their purpose. 
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I might go on indefinitely, showing in detail each item and 
the method of investigation. It would be interesting, and, no 
doubt, instructive ; but its length would weary you, and hence I 
desist. 

The committee's general internal harmony, loyalty and 
good fellowship have always been particularly pleasing to me, 
inasmuch as the members feel and act and speak to one another 
and of one another with a brotherly freedom and kindness that 
can exist only among men engaged in a great undertaking, 
which calls for the most unselfish devotion, the most intense 
earnestness, and the most persistent attention to details and 
conditions. I have heard old soldiers say that, when night 
came and they gathered around the camp-fire, all other objects 
seemed to fade away, and they appeared to come into closer 
relationship with their comrades, and to appreciate them at 
their true worth. So with this committee. Many, many times, 
in the darkest of hours, have they assembled together for 
mutual counsel and advice. Now that the dangers are past, 
the alarms may seem to have been needless; nevertheless, 
the opportunities served to intensify the appreciation of true 
friendships. 

The members always felt free to propose and discuss 
whatever occurred to them for the good of the movement, and 
this will be more thoroughly understood when it is known that 
the committee had a rule that one adverse vote defeated any 
proposition. The result was that each one felt that on him 
alone rested the responsibility for the furtherance of the cause, 
and that he owed it to his associates to bring his very best 
efforts ind talents to the aid of the committee. 

Whenever I contemplate the work of this committee, there 
is one thought that becomes most persistently uppermost : it is 
that if the principles of Odd Fellowship have found in these 
brothers so great a fruition, if in them there have truly existed 
the bonds of true friendship and the earnest desire to do good, 
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as well as a love for this fraternity, that has manifested itself 
in such unselfish works, who could tell, who could measure, the 
mighty good in relieving distress and want and sorrow that 
would come to this community and to this Commonwealth, if 
each member of the Order realized that in himself are all the 
forces for good, that the golden opportunities are thick around 
him, and that as an Odd Fellow he owes it to himself and to 
the fraternity to manifest in himself the evidence of the truth 
there is in the Order ? 

The constructive period of the Temple work was most fit- 
tingly ended by the beautiful ceremony of dedication. 

As long as life shall last will 
our hearts echo the sounds of 
the closing refrain : 
" King, ring the glad tidings frotn turret 
and dome, 
The Temple is finished : Odd Fellow- 
ship's home." 






The crowds disperse, quiet is 
restored, we are alone in the ^ \.l v^ , ' 
beautiful building. We thank the ' > ' 

Father that He has given the wisdom and the strength to 
complete this stupendous work, and we are ready to shout for 
joy and gladness because the burden has been lifted and we 
have been enabled to see the full fruition of all our hopes and 
plans. But there comes over us the sense of a greater weight 
of responsibility in the present and future. Will we have the 
power to make the sacrifices, the strength to perform the 
duties, and the courage to stand the misrepresentation and 
abuse that will present themselves? Will we be able to meet 
exigencies that time and duty will impose on us? Will we be 
permitted to make the last final proof of success? These are 
the thoughts that sent us forth in silence, into the outing, but 
we did not go without the fraternal pressure of the hand to 
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hand, and with a firm reliance in each other and in the final 
success of the enterprise, and with an equally firm determin- 
ation that our work shouM not be allowed to fail by reason 
of any lack of continued interest on the part of the committee. 
Thus we stand shoulder to shoulder with our brothers of the 
Order, in the good work of carrying the Temple to a final 
success. 

To my associates I dedicate this brief testimonial, fully 
realizing its utter inadequacy and want of force, but in the 
firm belief that they will appreciate my deep love and respect 
for them. And not only have I the conviction that time will 
afford them a full measure of reward for the duty they have 
so well and faithfully performed, but the belief that time will 
also prove them as being untiring and unremitting in this 
work, and that to them there will be accorded a full measure 
of praise for the final success of the Temple enterprise. 

Harrv L. Neall. 
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i0bb Jfellijlosljiti JUnstrateb in tlje 
iBtiilbing of tlje CemplE. 

HE human mind delights in concrete facts 
rather than in abstract truths. The facts are 
simple, individual, easily understood, and 
impress themselves upon iis through the aid of 
niir sensuous organism; the truths are complex, 
;;ijneral, frequently abstruse, and are the deduc- 
tinns often of long processes of the reason. 
The mind goes up from the particular to the 
, from the concrete to the abstract, from the 
material to the intellectual and the spiritual. There 
is always a considerable knowledge of the seen before 
miicii is known of the unseen. The material world 
coaK't* to us with a directness and a vividness that 
the immaterial cannot present. In fact, our most 
int.ellL-ctual conceptions are often clothed in language 
drawn from objects about us. Hence, the illustra- 
tions which are used to illuminate our arguments 
and clinch their conclusions are almost always drawn 
from [he material world. The facts of nature are 
St CI jpin:; -stones on which we cross the streams of 
doubt until we plant our feet on the solid ground of assurance ; 
they are the rungs in the ladder by which we scale the 
mysterious heights of the unknown, and stand on the ever- 
lasting rock of eternal truth. 

This principle is so wrapped up in our daily experience, it 
is so common, so universal, that we are unconsciously making 
constant applications of it. We look upon a work of art, a 
picture, a piece of sculpture, a model of architecture, with 
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wonder and delight, not simply because of beautiful forms, 
exquisite workmanship, or the combination of rich colors, but 
because behind these material forms we see thought, noble and 
inspiring ideas, dose observation, clear discrimination, and a 
tireless patience; it is an open book in which the artist has 
written his inmost self. The child reads the picture with 
delight, where he could not understand a word of its lesson 
couched in terms of explanation. A traveler hastily passing 
through a country judges its people by what he sees, their 
homes, their farms, their places of business, their public build- 
ings, their dress and manners — -in short, by the environ- 
jiit tlK'y have placed about them, and he says they 
arc intelligent or ignorant, cultivated or barbarous,, 
nut because he has conversed with them or 
rested their knowledge, but because of what 
he has seen of their outward life. "The 
home is the index to the household." The 
character, style, completeness, adaptiveness, 
and number of public buildings are indic- 
ative of the social, intellectual and religious 
life of the community. The schoolhouse, 
from the little common school — "the people's 
college" — in some secluded nook or sunny 
highway, to the great university, is the 
standard of the intelligence of the people ; 
the places for the worship of Almighty God, 
whether wayside chapel or massive cathedral, indicate their 
religious life; so do lyceum halls, lodge-rooms, temples, places 
of social concourse, mark the character of their social life. It 
is no mere accident that words relating to edifices are so fre- 
quently used in connection with the inner lives of men. We 
sny the s/ntc ill re of society, the foufidation of argument, thought, 
etc., the building of character, the edification of spiritual life, 
the temple of truth, and the like. As with the tabernacle in 
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the wilderness were associated ideas of the spirituality of 
Jehovah and His presence amid His people — as with the altar 
have ever been associated ideas of worship and service — so with 
all buildings erected for worship, for education, for purposes of 
humanity and charity, are associated the underlying ideas of 
which the material structure is but the outward exponent. This 
it is that gives character to our magnificent Temple just com- 
pleted. Its value is not in its large proportions, its massive 
walls, its beautiful cornices, its costly adornments, its architect- 
ural beauty, but in the fact that behind all these it is the 
embodiment of a thought that is greater than all, greater than 
any material structure the thought of man can plan — "the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man." Our Temple 
illustrates in several ways the Divine principles, the sublime 
truths, enshrined in the great organization under whose auspices 
and for whose uses it has been erected — an organization whose 
corner-stone is "Fraternity," whose motto is "Friendship, Love, 
and Truth," whose pre-eminent teaching is "Brotherly Love 
and Charity," and whose imperative law is, "Thou shalt visit 
the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and educate the 
orphan." Among the illustrations of Odd Fellowship which the 
Temple affords is: 

(I) Each is an expression of a felt need. For years in this 
great jurisdiction the Order has had no suitable home. There 
are in Philadelphia, and in every city and considerable town in 
the Commonwealth, beautiful and well-appointed halls for the 
uses and purposes of Odd Fellowship, but none of them is 
representative of the mighty life-force developed 
the Order; none of them the grand center of its 
scattered clans; none of them the social Mecca, 
the shrine where its wayfaring pilgrims may 
gather and worship, and return to their homes 
to serve their God and humanity with a new 
zeal and a stronger purpose; none the grand 
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rallying-point whence the thousands of her devoted sons shall 
go forth to fight more valiant battles with selfishness and sin, 
and gain grander victories for charity and righteousness. The 
Order in Pennsylvania needs this Temple, and the world needs 
equally the great Brotherhood which it represents. It is an 
interesting fact that the institutions that live, that are perman- 
ently useful to the world, have been born of human needs. 
Organizations have been set on foot which aimed to bring 
mere pecuniary benefit to their members, or to be the means of 
personal gain to a few who should attain prominence in them, 
but they were not needed. Society has no use for them, and 
they disappeared as rapidly as they came. On the other hand, 
the world needs the institutions of religion to calm its fears, 
to strengthen its hopes and quicken and promote its spirituality ; 
hence, wherever men are found, in all ages, they have erected 
altars for worship, for sacrifice, and for service. With the con- 
scious need of knowledge have grown up the systems of educa- 
tion, the indication and the result of the intellectual activity of 
the age. So, too, is felt the need of human sympathy in our 
distresses, of a loving helpfulness in our weakness, of a strong 
arm on which to lean when our own is palsied by sickness or 
sorrow, and of some one to stand by us to wipe the blinding 
tears from our eyes, and lift from our faces the veil of despair 
as we stand by the open graves of our dead. The young man, 
as he goes out from the shelter of his childhood's home to seek 
fame and fortune in a distant land and among strangers, feels 
the need of some one who shall be to him in place of father a 
counsellor, in place of mother a comforter, in place of brother 
a helper — one on whom he can depend in sickness and in health 
— a companion and friend. Every one whose life is not steeped 
in selfishness or blinded by greed feels the need of communion 
with those who shall make him stronger in the battle of life, 
who shall broaden his life by a larger and closer contact with 
others, who shall kindle in his heart new aspirations for the 
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true and the good, and make him feel that manhood is a nobler, 
grander thing than he ever thought it to be before. And who, 
amidst the strifes and clamour of conflicting interests, and the 
rivalries of trade and of business, the ceaseless babble of 
tongues in the diversity of opinions in religious faiths, of polit- 
ical contests or of civil affairs, or the brainless jealousies 
between what are called the different strata of society, has not 




longed for some place where, for the time at least, he might 
forget all these; where the everlasting turmoil of daily life 
could be shut out; where he could meet men, not in the antag- 
onistic relations so constantly thrust upon him, but simply as 
man meets man, on the plane of a common humanity? Odd 
Fellowship attempts to meet and to some degree satisfy this 
need of our daily life. With a distinctness found in no other 
institution, she emphasizes the " Brotherhood of Man." She 



writes upon her banners, in letters of living light, the watchword 
of all her armies, "Fraternity." Her altars send forth the 
warmth and glow of an undying love, as a fire kindled from a 
divine torch and beaming with the light and redolent with the 
fragrance of the best examples earth has witnessed. How well 
it has been meeting these hopes of humanity, the history of the 
past three-fourths of a century, in which it has been struggling 
to find means and opportunities to bless the race, to lighten 
the burdens of the weary, to comfort the sorrowful, to help 
the helpless, to elevate manhood and lift up the prostrate, 
answers by the nightly watchings at the bedside of the sick, by 
the benefactions to the needy, by the care of the orphan, the 
helpless, and the homeless, and by the ministrations which have 
made the widow's heart to beat for joy. In the fact that this 
great Brotherhood has thus fitted itself to the needs of men in 
this age, and under our present civilization, lies the secret of 
its unparalleled growth in numbers, power, wealth and influ- 
ence. The world has needed, and to-day needs, the beneficent 
work of this human institution as truly as the institution needs 
the beautiful home within whose walls it now finds shelter. 

(2) Our Temple is aggressive. By this is meant, not that it 
encroaches upon the pavement, or that it embodies a new sys- 
tem of architecture or of construction, or is unwieldy in size, or 
violates any law of symmetry or proportion, but that 
ti; (j\x-ry passer-by it is proclaiming a new gospel of 
mutual helpfulness and kindly benefactions, or rather 
an old gospel of divine love and good-will clothed 
in new forms of speech and in new applications 
to the wants of men; a gospel that brings 
food to the hungry, water to the thirsty, 
clothing to the naked, courage to the 
despondent, and hope to the despairing. 
Standing as it does at the center of a great 
city, where are continually passing the 
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fares of travel and 
surrounded by great public insti 



hurrying throngs of busy men, -^ - - — -^ - ■■* —y '^ - 

in the midst of the marts of /, , ^^S * ' | ' f ^^^^ _ , 

trade and the great thorough- | \ ^^ % t3^Iv^^ 

tut ions and the sanctuaries for £ 

Divine worship, it is declaring a 1^ . ■" 

religion that "visits the fatherless < ' "W '"^--^ 

and widows in their affliction;" that 
true love is not in word nor in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth ; that he who 
truly loves God must as truly love his 

fellow-man, however lowly or humble; that "whoso hath this 
world's goods, and seeth his brother hath need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelJeth the love 
of God in him ?" As a building dedicated to the use of Odd 
Fellowship it must ever proclaim a charity world-wide and 
enduring. There is a story told of a king who was dethroned 
by a usurper, loaded with chains and cast into prison, whose cell 
was lighted by a narrow window looking upon one of the prin- 
cipal streets ; and the prince used to stand by this window, 
sometimes pressing against it his pallid and sorrow-worn face, 
sometimes holding up his manacled hands until his former sub- 
jects could see the chains that bound him, until the sight 
aroused their loyalty to their fallen monarch, and their indig- 
nation was stirred, the usurper driven from his seat, the chains 
broken from the arms of their king, the prison doors opened, 
and recrowned, he commanded the allegiance of his loving sub- 
jects. As emblazoned upon the walls of this Temple are the 
symbols of the disenthralment of humanity from the nar- 
rowness and bigotry of past ages, the tokens of a deathless 
friendship under whose inspiration man helps his fellow-man, 
the weapons by which an irrepressible conflict with vice and 
sin is waged, may it not be hoped that the current of selfishness 
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and ignorance and oppression will not only be stayed, but 
turned backward, and a new force be implanted in human 
society, which shall send its refluent tides along sunnier shores 
and about the verdant lands of peace and love. In this respect, 
our Temple represents the organization for whose use it has 
been erected. Odd Fellowship is aggressive. It does not content 
itself with endeavoring that things shall get no worse, but is 
putting forth all its mighty efforts to make them better. It is 
not content that humanity shall sink no lower, but is baring 
its strong arm to lift it up into communion with God and 
fellowship with the angels. It does not stand on the defensive, 
protecting itself from attack of foes, strengthening its bulwarks 
and throwing up ramparts, but is an army in the field, attacking 
the strongholds behind which oppression and wrong and greed 
have been intrenched for ages. It is bound to win back for 
humanity the place in God's heritage which has been lost. 
From this as a radiant center shall go forth men who are good 
and true, having received at her altars a new consecration to 
God and humanity, to battle for the truth, to uphold the right, 
to bear aloft the banner of peace and good-will, until men 
everywhere shall learn who is their neighbor, and become, in 
spirit and in conduct, good Samaritans to the suffering and the 
needy. 

(3) Our Temple is representative of our beloved Order in 
that there is concentrated in it a great diversity of thought, 
material and labor. The space to which this paper is limited 
will allow but a mere hint of the lessons taught in each of 
these departments of its construction. None but those who are 
, , perfectly familiar with every step 

■ " ' (' I '■-'( '" ^^'^ erection of this niagnifi- 

\' iyif/- y/ cent edifice can appreciate the 
V * ■^' l'^.' \\ constant burden of thoughtful 
has entailed. After a 
site had been secured. 



0, I ..M '.^ ' V' constant 



'*'l7NJo»]y» 



JancMtr" 




there were questions: what sort of a building does the Order 
need? What plan will best accomplish the result? How shall 
the means for its erection be secured? Size, strength, materials, 
style of architecture — ten thousand questions of detail were 
constantly arising from the time the scheme first took shape in 
the minds of its projectors until the completed structure stood 
forth, the admiration of all beholders and the joy of all its 
friends. Then what a variety of material enters into the build- 
ing ! Stones from the quarry, brick and cement from the kilns, 
iron from the mines, timber from the forests — some for strength, 
to lie in the foundations, where they must bear up great walls 
and massive buttresses; some conspicuous on corners, or pinna- 
cles, or entablatures, a few for ornament, and all for use; some 
on the face of lofty walls, and many hidden out of sight, where 
none but the architect and the builder know of their existence; 
each fitted and cemented to its place under the eye of the 
master builder who knows the use and material of every part. 
Greater still, infinitely greater, are the amount and variety of 
work and of workmen by which this vast aggregation of mate- 
rial was fitted for its use and laid in its place in this Temple. 
In what mines, dark and deep, were dug out the ore and the 
coal ; in what furnaces and forges were fitted the beams and 
columns of iron and steel; 

" What anvils rang, what hammers beat, — 
In what a forge, with what a heat," 

was wrought every implement and tool, every piece, from the 
tiniest nail to the massive beam in the wall, until each was 
fastened to its place in the structure! How the workman's axe 
rang in the forest where Georgia pines or Northern oaks were 
felled ; what clatter of mills, what hum of machinery ; what deft 
and curious skill of the artisan fitted timbers, planks and boards 
and other appliances that made these halls the suitable places 
for the councils of charity, or the resting-places for the feet of 
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the weary! What digging and beating and molding of the 
clay; 'what flames and fires in kilns that transformed the clay 
to brick; what labor and skill to tear the great stones from 
their rocky bed in the quarry, and hew them into their required 
shapes ; what shoutings of men, what creaking of machinery, 
what fitting and placing, what tired hands, what aching heads, 
what perplexed brains, from the time the foundations were laid 
broad and deep, in the depths of the earth until the capstone 
was laid in triumphant joy! How all this reminds us of that 
great spiritual temple of Odd Fellowship, whose architect has 
been directed by more than human skill, whose workmen have 
laid the foundations upon the 
bed-rock of eternal truth'; have 
been building upon them, not 
stone, and brick, and mortar, 
and iron, and timber, but the 
living souls of living men, fit- 
ted for their place and their 
work by the skill and discipline 
of a heavenly architect, whose 
tools have not been chisels and 
hammers and axes of iron, but 
other men, and have been built into their places, some full of 
weighty responsibilities, some conspicuous for their work, some 
placed high up upon the walls, but many more occupying places 
out of sight of the casual observer, but as necessary to the 
building as the more noticeable and prominent, yet all builded 
together into a Temple whose walls are going up for the shelter 
of the defenseless, as a refuge from the storm, a home for 
humanity, a witness to the ages of the beneficence of charity, 
fraternity, and truth; a temple that shall endure until there are 
no more aching hearts to heal, no more weary feet to rest, no 
more tears to wipe away, and no more darkened homes to 
brighten and cheer! And here our lesson ends. This temple 
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will go into decay, these stones will crumble to dust, the brick 
will be worn away by the storms, the iron will rust and the 
timber will moulder, but the truths they symbolize shall endure. 
"The eternal years of God are hers." The best work of human 
hands will perish, but character, the memory of good deeds, the 
influence of the true and pure and the right, the sweetness of 
charity, and the blessing of love, shall outlast the stars. 

Rev. David Craft, P.G.M. 
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E commamls of Odd Fellowship are principally 
-esponsible for its great results. They caused its 
blosscims of fair promise ; they have brought its 
friiitaye of success. 

The early voice of Odd Fellowship uttered 
those weighty, burning words : " We command 
vou to visit the sick, to bury the dead, to relieve 
[lie distressed, and to educate the orphan." 

During the years of its unparalleled prog- 
ress these commands have been emblazoned 
upon its banners and written upon the hearts 
and lives of its members, until to-day they 
mean to Odd Fellowship what the Cross means 
to Christianity. They are the structural features of the Order. 
They mean courage, and loyalty, and devotion, - , "^^k 

and sympathy. They mean service to others ■''** 
to the extent of self-sacrifice. They teach 
men that, as they came into the world 
equal, so they are to go out of it all et|i 
They teach men that, if they give a 
cup of water, if they lift up a fallen 
brother, if they remove the block of 
stumbling from the path of the 
unwary, they shall leave a name to be 
honored and a memory to be loved 




long after the violet has bloomed above their graves in the 
churchyard. 

Spurred on by these commands, our mighty Brotherhood 
goes forth to battle against the minions of error. The ambas- 
sadors of Friendship, it is ours to teach the world that there 
are practical Jonathans and modern Davids. The messengers of 
Love, it is ours to stretch forth the helping arm, and with 
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gentle hand to pluck away the sting of pain, and want, and 
woe. The heralds of Truth, it is ours to preserve in its purity 
the sanctity of our altar. 

The commands of our Order have moved and melted stony 
hearts. They have opened the doors of comfort and protection 
to the homeless and the fatherless. They have whispered 
words of cheer to orphaned infancy, to weak humanity, to 



wailing widowiiood. They are the moving forces of the Order, 
impelling us to "go on" teaching men to 

'■ Live in deeds, not years— in thoughts, not breaths ; 

In feelings, not in figures on a dial :" 
" Knowing that he most lives 

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best." 



J. Otis Hl'mphkev, G. R. of Illinois. 





^nf fnwnimMtM.invn-mimwmnmMvm'11' 




•yfir^'' 



A wounded man was prostrate by ihe way ! 
Cliilled by the night-wind, faint from heat of day 
Mangled and bleeding, helpless, left for dead- 
Hope, like the robbers, from his vision fled— 
All desolate, forsaken, in despair, 
His groans were wasted on the desert air. 

By chance, a certain priest — the story ran — 

Came by and saw him ; but the saindy man. 

In pious meditation occupied, 

Unheeding, passed upon the oilier side. 

Why should he turn, from the thoughts of heaven' 

things. 
To soil his robes with earthly minist'rings ? 

A Levite then appeared upon the scene : 
He pity showed the perishing. I ween ; 
Alas ! Alas! In sanctimonious pride 
He. too. passed by upon the other side ! 
With curious gaze he paused the sufferer nigli, 
Then, heartless, left him there alone to die. 

Todie? Ah, no! What tho' in priestly breast 
Human compassion lacketh place of rest : 
What tho' the haughty Levite's ear of stone 
Be callous to misfortune's anguished moan; 
The stranger, ofttimes. moved by generous heart, 
Outvies e'en brother in a brother's part. 
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An alien and a foeman, on his way, 
Halted where, in his blood, the vici 
And, welling o'er with sympathy divine. 
Solaced his pain with healing oil and y 
Then to a place of safety gently bore, 
Paid for his care and gave his pledge for 

their boastings of celestial birth 
Whose only merit is self-righteous worth ! 
Can holy ties the heart to Heaven bind 
That hath no clemency for human kind ? 

iful, 'though vile, God's ear may gain 
Priest and Levite seek His face in vain ! 



More than stern vigils by the altar's fire ; 

More than sweet strains struck from enchanted lyi 

More than enclouded censer swung 

Are kindly ministries in pity given. 

Odors like these more surely pierce the skies 

Than whole burnt -offerings of sacrifice. 

He was true neighbor— so the Master taught- 

Who timely succor to the needy brought; 

Whose heart was melted by another' 

Whose feet were swift on love's behests 

Who turned to misery's plaint a ready ei 

And wept rcsponsively with sorrow's tea 

O be it ours. Thou Holy Nazarene. 

To fathom what thy wondrous precepts 

Better than honors, fame, or earthly good, 

Give us to know that sweet beatitude— 

Thy mercy taught by Thee to selfish 

Id story of the Good Samaritan \ 
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JE»bii JfcKohtsIjip in Curnpc. 

"And ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free." 

'yj^B^ three frail vessels, poorly protected against the dangers 
, of the sea, did the great Genoese, four hundred years 
' ago, carry Eastern civilization, that of his time, its rudi- 
; ments, to the shores of the Western hemisphere. There 
' the cross was carried in the train of the friend of Juan 
Perez, but sword and spear held power and dominion. In 
oppression, slavery, torture and blood was the seed given 
to the virgin soil. Out of it grew Civil Liberty, Relig- 
ious Freedom, God's sublime truth, altruism, that truth 
which, coupled to one other grown out of it, shall, must, 
^ ^ will, make man free. Altruism of the purest kind rings 
in the precepts of our Order, altruism of the noblest kind is 
practiced wherever it is at work. Our course of empire now 
is Eastward. To-day our phalanx, stretching forth the open 
hand with the heart therein, is drawn as if on a line through 
the center of Europe; our banner floats in seven of its great 
commonwealths. 

Wend your way with me to the North, to the land of tim- 
ber and steel. You may, ascending Swedish Mount Arasaxa, 
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■■|tf-V gaze at midnight upon a blood-red ball, 

mAI slowly creeping around the horizon; it is 

^h^r not day, not night, around you; a peculiar 

^^^^■iL ^^^B^^^ horror fills you. Turn your observing eye 

^^^^^^H^B^^^^^^^^^B southward, upon the great metropolis 

^^^^^H^ ^^^^^^^^^B Sweden, commercial, refined 

^^^^^H ^^^^^^^^V and busy Stockholm, or upon 

^^jj^B ^^^^^^fr Schonen's rich wheat -lands, nay, upon all 

Sweden's mines, fiords, fields, and bright and 

JOHN A. MYLEH p.G.M. joyful wil] your look become as you perceive the 

Swede stand by our banner. The land's western coast, hitherto 

inaccessible to us, we have just gained, for but a few days 

ago that man of love, Anders Krook, installed a Lodge, naming 

it after a champion of religious liberty, Gustavns Adolphus II, 

at Gotenburg, the kingdom's second city. As yet, in Sweden, 

William Laurentz rules the Order, under our commission, with 

ability and wisdom and gentle heart. But in this very year, in 

the days of constant light, the dignitaries of our Order in 

Europe will meet at Stockholm to hail the Grand Lodge of the 

Kingdom of Sweden. Nigh on to a thousand brothers are 

ready to greet and receive them. 

Now cross with me the turbulent Skager Rack, follow me to 
yon dim point in the southwest, where, centuries ago, Otto, sur- 
named the Great, the Saxon, hurled his spear into the sea at 
the land's end at Skagen, to mark his dominion's end. Our 
dominion of peace knows no end or boundary -line. All the 
Kingdom of Denmark is ours — is our Order's. Small in circum- 
ference, it is great in well-doing, and is one of the land's 
beloved institutions. Our Order is well governed among our 
Danish brethren, yet but one Grand Sire has ever ruled the 
jurisdiction and its two thousand members, for Doctor Petrus 
Beyer was always re-elected — fearless, but true ruler that he is. 
The fair white cross on scarlet ground, Denmark's standard, 
waves protectingly over our Order, for Denmark's Government, 
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its beloved king, its gentle queen, understand, appreciate, love 
it, for its desire to promote the happiness of mankind. In 
Denmark our Order is increasing. 

Out of Denmark we come into the busy, fertile, broad 
helds of the Empire of Germany. When amidst the cannon's 
roar, before Paris, at Versailles, this realm was refounded in 
blood, a stroke of the pen only, made upon the advice of its 
iron chancellor, by the hands of famous old Emperor Wilhelm, 
gave entry to our peace-making Order into the social-political 
life of Germany. The cannons have ceased to thunder; the 
strong warrior of that day is the old man of to-day; our ban- 
ners have augmented, our ranks have filled, and fresh strength 
is in our ranks throughout this broad land, now our oldest, as 
well as strongest, European jurisdiction. Fully four thousand 
brethren stand under our flag, and Paul Gerlath, of Berlin, 
three times Grand Sire, is still their able leader. Our growth 
in Germany is natural; for no heart, no mind, will more read- 
ily accept and preach the gospel of altruism than those familiar 
in metaphysical grounds. Lord, give us thought! If ye will but 
think and see, "truth ye shaU find;" and the truth of continuity 
and eternal life being found and seen, another truth is reached, 
viz.: this life must be one of altruism. The true worth and 
value of this stage of life seen, in Charity, in Faith abiding, in 
Hope sincere, are we not in Truth made free of what is but 
human? Excelsior! If the German imperial laws already pro- 
vide for the care and maintenance of thi- 
sick, the disabled, and the aged, and if for 
that reason there is not found within German 
borders the extensive field for uniform prac- 
tical benevolence that we have in America 
-^a field so great that our work therein is 
often erroneously taken as our sole aim 
and object, while in truth it is but the 
practical illustration of our doctrines— we 




see in Germany numerous benevolent organizations, born of the 
philanthropic spirit of our Lodges, of a nature not often found 
in American Lodges. Free beds are maintained in hospitals, 
poor children are clothed for Confirmation, others are sent to 
the strengthening breezes of mountain or sea, stipends are fur- 
nished to worthy students. The hand of a German Odd Fellow 
is open, not alone to a brother, but to all who are needy ; 
applications for aid are made to Lodges by persons who are not 
members of the Order. Since 1890 the Relief Committee of 
Brandenberg, at Berlin, alone has relieved needy American Odd 
Fellows to the amount of three hundred and ninety marks, 
sums paid on regular cards. Odd Fellowship in Germany is 
not confined to Protestants or non-Catholics. I read, a short 
time ago^ a commtrnication to one of your fraternal journals. 
But one German State, Bavaria, may be termed a Catholic State. 
In Bavaria we have seven Lodges. We have Lodges in all the 
German States, in all about fifty subordinates, with four thou- 
sand members. We have a Lodge at the city of Inowrazlaw, in 
sight of Russia's border. Shall we ever enter Russia.^ As yet, 
the Cossack patrols the border. Germany is our largest Euro- 
pean jurisdiction ; with Denmark and Switzerland it stands in 
the line of quasi-independent bodies. 

West of Germany, on the Atlantic, or rather on the Chan- 
nel and the German Ocean, we have two outposts, one at 
Amsterdam in Holland, and the other at Le Havre in France ; 
the former has lately advanced in membership and bids fair to 
become a jurisdiction. 

Our jurisdiction of Switzerland is reached, if we continue 
our journey southward through the European territory occupied 
by our Order's posts. On its mountain fastnesses, the plain, 
frugal, kind-hearted Swiss people have, from time immemorial, 
enjoyed all the benefits of popular government. It has a keen 
eye and an open heart for every undertaking to improve the lot 
of mankind, hence it received our Order with open arms; and 
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to-day, as the rising sun gilds the 
Schweckhorn's ivy domes or the 
famous Jungfrau's spotless front, 
its rays also fall upon our Lodge's 
hall at Berne; as the traveler climbs 
upwards to the Grimsel Pass, he 
may find comfort and good cheer, 
in the last habitation of man, at 
the hands of a brother, and be dis- 
missed with a brother's grip. At the head of this, our smallest, 
but not least important jurisdiction, now stands an able man 
and true philanthropist, Grand Councillor Dennue, of the Canton 
of Berne; while for a long time, an officer of the regular army. 
Colonel Imfeld, was our knight banneret in Switzerland. 

Descending the Alps, on yonder side you see a vast topo- 
graphical relief chart spread out before you ; from snow and ice 
you come upon pine, walnut, grape, orange ; from majestic into 
sweet surroundings. You see a land once ruling the world; 
then its foundations undermined by corruption, slavery, and 
oppression, according to God's eternal laws, hurled from its 
exalted position into an abyss of degradation. Now, in this, our 
glorious nineteenth century, the century above all in the prog- 
ress of the mind, it has again risen and nobly reassumed its 
place in the circle of nations. No longer a people held in bond- 
age, it has become free, knowing its rights and maintaining 
them. It is a people constantly striving to clear away 
what remains of darkness, remove the rudiments of 
oppression, and come nearer to the light. You gaze 
upon Italy. And what a glorious triumph of right, 
justice, and truth in this same Italy; and in its largest 
city of Naples — a city but a half-century ago the hot- 
bed of vice, torture, and oppression — now waves our 
HM glorious white banner, edged with scarlet, a sign that 
-'I freedom and the rights of man have entered! On the 
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twelfth day of March the writer 
had the privilege of there insti- 
tuting a subordinate Lodge of 
our Order — Colombo Lodge, No, 
I, of Italy, 1. O. O. F. Twenty- 
one vigorous, active, good men 
send greeting from there to our 
Lodge; to you in convention and 
festival Lodge assembled, to all our Order, they direct me to 
say that they feel, as Columbus took from Europe the rudi- 
ments of civilization, America has given them, in our and like 
Orders, its acme. At your side they will stand in works of 
Friendship, Love and Truth. 

Now, different as the forms of Odd Fellowship may be in 
the various European lands, its spirit remains ever the same. 
Love of God, and charity and good-will toward man, characterize 
its work. In Europe, as with us, it abides in plain rooms or in 
gorgeous halls; it stands well known as a great benevolent 
body in its surroundings, or bears fruit quietly and modestly in 
remote, obscure corners; it is acknowledged and favored by 
princes, and lifts the plain, deserving man to a high place, and 
makes him feel his worth; speaking in many tongues, its mystic, 
symbolic language is everywhere the same. 

I have ended my description of our Order's European career 
and standing ; ours has become an Order of the world ; its 
exalted position imposes exalted duties : to legislate, to live for 
a world. To that should its vast, firmly welded chain of inter- 
woven agency ever tend. And let our watchword ever be 
Excelsior 1 

Herman Block, 

Special Deputy to Europe. 



^umanitjj in tlje JE»rbrr. 

''HE Independent Order of Odd Fellows stands before 
the world as the greatest, not only in its beneficial 
features, but also in teaching the true principles of 
an upright life; we must recognize the fact at the very outset 
that the principles upon which it rests are of Divine origin, 
and in order that it shall fulfil the mission assigned it, we 
must acknowledge obedience to Divine authority. 

Humanity is the means which God wishes to employ to 
accomplish this end and carry forward the work. 

This being the case, what are the essential things that 
must be taught and practiced by those associated in the Order.' 

What are the qualifications needed to do honest, genuine 
work? 

While it is true that many things are taught and practiced 
in relation to the working of the organization, as to its govern- 
ment, which are right and proper in their place, yet 
the leading thought should be to impress the wni 
with the fact that a genuine fraternal relation lxisI 
among men, not simply by the utterance of words, 
but by a true fraternal life. Let us ask ourselvL^s 
what is a true fraternity? We answer: it is 
the development of the human nature into 
that condition in which man finds his high- 
est joy in spending his life for the good 
of others. " Generous deeds and unselfish 
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purposes are the strongest bonds of union. Truly in his high- 
est estate no man liveth to himself." The recognition of a 
fraternal relation broad enough to reach mankind in whatever 
condition we find it, "to visit, the sick, relieve the distressed, 
bury the dead, educate the orphan," is the command of our 
laws ; but the true man waits not for command, but hastens to 
his duty, having from within developed that true fraternal rela- 
tion as designed by the great Author of his being. 

Humanity in the Order — think of it ! Thousands of men 
standing together, having pledged themselves to acts of benevo- 
lence and mercy, saying to the world at large : We are brothers ! 

What a responsibility! Not simply as an Order, but a per- 
sonal responsibility, requiring that every man must stand in his 
place, true to his convictions of right ; not in the sense . of 
being his brother's keeper, so as to interfere with that brother's 
rights and privileges, but always to feel and show that he is 
his brother's brother. How shall we manifest to the world that 
we possess a true fraternal relation.^ The Great Teacher of 
all has answered the question so that it cannot be misunder- 
stood : " By their fruits ye shall know them." 

Hundreds of men in our fraternity have a name to live, 
but are dead; living to the letter of the law, but failing to 
catch the spirit of it, thus causing prejudice to spring up even 
in their homes. Every man should make his life felt in his 
home, and in the community in which he moves, not merely 
because he is an Odd Fellow, but because he has carried the 
principles of Friendship, Love and Truth into his life, so that, 
unconsciously to himself, he manifests it in such a manner that 
he who runs may read — a noble character and a true man. Let 
us turn to the thought of the personal qualification and position 
that every Odd Fellow should have in the Order. 

The Order teaches, first, that no man can be an Odd Fel- 
low in spirit and in truth unless he is grateful to his Creator; 
second, that he must be fraternal to his fellow-man. 
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What is gratitude to God? Let us look at the first great 
command: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself." From this we 
can readily see that the true Odd Fellow must stand between 
the Divine and the human, as the medium God would use to 
bring into existence a genuine fraternity. I trust I shall not be 
misunderstood here as representing the Order to be a religious 




organization ; for, while it inculcates a veneration for religion, 
it avoids all affinity with parties or sects, religious or political. 
It does not array itself against the Church, nor presume to 
supervise its teachings; on the contrary, it clings closely to the 
fact that all its instructions are taken from Divine law, and 
claims that, so far as any human institution may be, it is a. loyal 
ally to the Church and an aid in the elevation of mankind. 
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We must note the two distinctive and essential elements 
that should govern Humanity in the Order: supreme love to 
God, on one side, and a universal love to man, on the other ; 
recognizing God as our Father, and man as our brother. Lay- 
ing aside non-essential things, as to party, sect, or denominational 
life, should not every true Odd Fellow ask himself: How shall I 
attain this condition and show it in my life? In fact, does not 
every true man, in the quietude of his life, try to solve this 
problem, thinking, perhaps, that something will cross his pathway 
which will make it easy for him to perform the duty ? 

A great mistake has been made on this line. Every man 
possesses the qualities that will make a noble life; all that is 
needed is the development of what he really has. Genuine love, 
with its gentle influences on man's nature, brings him into that 
condition which reveals to him that it is "the great remedy 
for all social evils, as it is, indeed, the foundation of all good 
towards God and man." 

A selfish man cannot be a true Odd Fellow; neither can 
he possess a genuine love for God or mankind ; therefore, it 
becomes necessary that selfishness should be rooted out of his 
life, and that there should be deeply implanted in its place the 
spirit of self-sacrificing love, which means that he shall practice 
the principles of the Order before the world, doing acts of 
benevolence and mercy without counting the cost, thus fulfill- 
ing the Golden Rule : " We should do unto others as we would 
have others do unto us." 



Esau Loomis, G.C. 
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:oiy of Odd Fellowship has been 
trittLTi by men familiar with every step in 
Hts growth, and the story of its progress has 
>](1 thousands of times to audiences of 
f*,'Odd Fellows. It is difficult, therefore, to say 
on that subject that would be new 
111 are members of the Order. They 
I' l;iinili,'ir with the story of its birth, the success- 
ive steps in its amazing material growth, the practical 
results it has accomplished, and the statistics of its present 
strength in every department of its work. 

It would be idle to recite again these circumstances with 
any detail, even though they might help us to conjecture more 
safely as to the " Future Character of Odd Fellowship." 

In the few crude thoughts that I am about to offer I do 
not wish to treat of the tnatcrin/ progress that may be looked 
for, nor to make the magnificent increase in our membership a 
foundation for speculations as to what another decade may 
bring about in that respect. I will refrain from telHng in 
figures and in parallel columns the story of fortunes expended 
in ministering to suffering humanity, and from parading the 
thousands and tens of thousands who have been saved from 
suffering and want, and then from those premises deducing 
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conclusions as to the future. I prefer to pass by such consider- 
ations, and to look at Odd Fellowship from another side. 

I would not write of the '^Future of Odd Fellowship" as it 
might be shown by an increase in net results in existing lines 
of work, but of the " Future Character of Odd Fellowship " as 
it may develop new fields of labor. If the character of present 
and of past Odd Fellowship were more closely scanned and 
studied in the light of its origin and development, rather than 
of mere growth, we might know more of its real history than 
we do. That is a narrow view of history which assumes that 
its purpose is reached when a correct chronicle of events has 
been secured. 

The story of a nation's wars — her victories and defeats, 
conquests and losses— the increase of her population and wealth, 
or their disappearance or destruction, may be aids in reaching 
a true understanding of the life and progress of a people. The 
story of the lives of her rulers, her changes of dynasties, of 
revolutions in government and laws, may in some measure 
enable us to understand the character of a people and the 
probabilities of their future. They do not, however, constitute 
history. The history of a nation, to be an index of its char- 
acter, should tell of the daily lives of its people — not of extra- 
ordinary and exceptional events, but of those things that occur 
every day in the ordinary course of affairs— the manners and 
habits, the moral character, the intellectual development, the 
daily subjects of employments, discussion and thought, in the 
family, on the street, in public assembly. In the study of 
these features of a country's life, and in these alone, can be 
found the true index of a people's character. 

And thus it is with Odd Fellowship. Its true character is 
not to be found in the striking events of its history. The fact 
of an enormous membership, the record of millions of aggregate 
expenditures for benevolences, great and gorgeous public demon- 
strations, the dedication of stupendous and magnificent temples 
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and edifices, the beauty of its rituals, of its forms and 
ceremonies and all its outward emblems, may serve to give the 
world and ourselves a faint idea of what the Order is, but they 
do not constitute, or even decisively indicate, the character 
of Odd Fellowship. That must be found in the daily and 
constant ministrations of the institution, in the individual 
lives of its members, in their relations to each other, and in 
the "homes" of the Order, in that which takes place in a 




thousand lodge-rooms each night in the year, and in the results 
that flow directly from the "lodge-room homes." 

Considering this life and work of the Order as constituting 
its character, I venture the assertion that we have made greater 
progress in this direction than is shown in any of the outward 
evidences of our success. Looking back on what has been 
accomplished, and knowing that the trend of progress is in the 
same direction, we can safely predict something of the future. 

77 



The founders of the Order in America builded it on two 
cardinal principles, and in their crude way endeavored to make 
a practical application of them : First, practical mutual helpful- 
ness ; second, fraternity. 

They borrowed the first from the Manchester Unity, and 
practically confined it to a mere business proposition, that for 
a certain fixed consideration, paid at stated periods, a protective 
fund against want in sickness should be provided, according to 
fixed inexorable laws and stipulations. 

This important regulation for a long time was administered 
on no broader ground than the business of an ordinary 
co-operative life insurance company — as a fair value for a con- 
sideration. The principle of "fraternity," as then applied, was 
simply "good fellowship" and "sociability." The merry meeting 
round the festive board exemplified the then accepted definition 
of the brotherhood of man. Yet, with it all, even in those 
early days and that crude application of it, there were at the 
foundation of the society the principles of actual fraternity, 
friendship and love, and the application of practical mutual 
helpfulness. 

The development of these principles in the Order since 
has been rapid and on broad, philanthropic, liberal lines. The 
strong foundation hewn by the rugged honesty of Wildey has 
been molded into a beautiful, symmetrical monument by the 
intellectual ability and purity of a Ridgely and a Nicholson. 
As the Order has progressed under the influence of men of 
their character, there has been a constant broadening of the 
field of its operations. 

First, as to its practical benevolences. The question of 
dues and benefits, and of their proper relation and proportion 
to each other, has received, for a long course of years, the 
careful, constant thought and study of some of the ablest 
statisticians in the Order, to the end that there may be no 
ultimate failure or want of ability to meet the obligations 
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assumed by Lodges. Correct and intelligent deductions, drawn 
from the actual experience of a half century, have been formu- 
lated into tables of unfailing results, and are steadily, though 
gradually, being enforced by legislation. 

These conclusions are so reliable, and based on such 
accurate records of actual experience as to the probability of 
sickness in a man's life, that I have not the slightest doubt 
that they will ultimately be applied as an unerring guide for 
business ventures of health insurance companies, and be as 
universally accepted as are the Carlisle Tables of Mortality. 

As to my first proposition, therefore, I believe ^. 

that this trait of the Future Character of Odd 
Fellowship will develop and be perfected to 
such a degree that there can be no possible 
failure of the " beneficial feature " of Odd 
Fellowship, but that it will endure forever as 
an absolute protection against want to all 
who avail themselves of its benefits. 

I believe the system could be improved, 
modified, and extended so as to secure a graded 
system of benefits, based on varying amounts of 
dues, so that members of a Lodge can, by the 
payment of a larger sum in dues, secure a larger ^ 

return in sick benefits. I believe that this system "Rs. thomas beach. 
is in its infancy; that we are just beginning to understand it; 
that from the seed sown by Brother Nicholson in the collec- 
tion and compilation of statistics, results for good will come, 
before which even he would stand amazed. God grant that he 
may be spared to see some measure of the fruits of his planting! 

In the further development of this side of the Order's 
work, it might be well to consider for a moment the subject of 
funeral or death benefits, by which I mean every instrumen- 
tality by which the Order or its associate institutions undertake 
to provide a fund for the use of the family of an Odd Fellow 
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upon his death. In our early history there was little or no 
provision in this direction ; but of late years, attention has been 
directed to it by the growing demand for it, and by the means 
that have been devised to meet that demand. The Order itself 
has as yet done little in this direction, and, in my opinion, has 
wisely refrained from entering into the work beyond the provid- 
ing of a small sum for immediate needs. 

Mutual independent associations, however, have sprung up 
among the membership to such an extent that now their aggre- 
gate annual disbursements to the families of Odd Fellows 
almost equal the disbursements of the Order itself. Grave 
danger and risk of loss and disappointment doubtless exist in 
this respect, and the legislative bodies of the Order have of 
late been frequently called upon to control, curb, and direct this 
work in some degree, without assuming undue responsibility for 
it. Whether the efforts in this direction have been wise, only 
the future can determine. It is safe to assume, however, that 
whatever may result to these associations, the Order at least 
will have the benefit of their statistical experience, and that 
from it there may eventually be evolved a system as complete, 
safe, and reliable as our perfected plan of dues and benefits. 

I believe that most of us will live to see the time when, by 
the instrumentalities provided by the Order, the family of every 
Odd Fellow may be assured an insurance fund upon his death 
as certainly and reliably as is his present guaranty in sickness. 
If this trait is found in the Future Character of Odd Fellowship, 
stable and reliable, who will question its beneficence or wisdom ? 

In the early history of American Odd Fellowship, we find 
little evidence of any practical attempts to fulfill our obligation 
to the orphans of Odd Fellows. Their maintenance and educa- 
tion have always been recognized theoretically as obligations, but 
that is all. The financial statements of the Lodges and Grand 
Lodges show an entire absence of practical results accomplished 
in that direction. This dereliction cannot continue forever. 
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Here, as in all other duties imposed by the principles and 
commands of our rituals and laws, the individual Odd Fellow 
has gone far in advance of the organized Order, and has 
"blazed" the way for it. Under the inspiration of a spirit 
drawn from the teachings of Odd Fellowship, there have sprung 
up, all over the land, asylums for the education and support of 
orphans of Odd Fellows. Founded first by individual effort, 
they have gradually received the assistance of individual Lodges, 
and the encouragement of fostering legislation by the Grand 
and Sovereign Lodges, 

Here, too, the Order is just entering the borders of a new 
and most important field of beneficence. It will never step 
backward. Carefully, prudently, but steadfastly, it will move 
forward, until there has been accomplished the assurance of a 
comfortable home, maintenance and education to every orphan 
of an Odd Fellow, wherever found. That eventually the same 
provision will be made everywhere for aged Odd Fellows and 
their widows, I do not doubt. 

As to the "Future Character of Odd Fellowship," there- 
fore, I believe that it will be an institution fulfilling practically 
every lesson taught and every duty impxised by its written 
x-ed. It will support its mem- 
liijrs in sickness; it will provide 
homes for them in old age and 
want; it will give to their fami- 
lies a competence at death; 
'-^, it will care for the widow 
and will feed, clothe and 
educate the orphan children. 
If this will be the work of 
"Future Odd Fellowship," need 
vvc wonder what will be its 
character? 




The faculties, impulses and motives it must bring to the 
performance of this work cannot fail to leave an impress for 
good upon its character. With pure hearts and clean hands 
must it come to such offices ; envy, selfishness, uncharitableness, 
can have no abiding place in an Order so engaged. If this is 
to be the Future Character of Odd Fellowship, then of each of 
its members it can be truly said that he cannot be an Odd 
Fellow in spirit and in truth unless he is grateful to his 
Creator, faithful to his country, and fraternal to his fellow-man. 
Robert E. Wright, G.R. 





® Coitr tljrouglj t^e Centple. 

lt|UR tour could hardly be called an extended 
one, yet it extended some distance upward. 
It was a tour through the magnificent new 
Temple lately erected by the Odd Fellows at the 
southeast corner of Broad and Cherry Streets. 

The building is in the style of the Italian Renais- 
sance, and its beautiful exterior of light brick and 
terra-cotta had been tempting us for some time to 
explore the interior; and so, without any cabalistic 
signs to insure our admittance, and trusting entirely 
to good fortune, we made the attempt. 

Approaching the magnificent arched doorway, we 
stopped to admire the bronze figures on either side — a ' 
lion led by a chain of flowers in the hand of a little 
child, evidently prefiguring the time when a lion and 
a lamb shall lie down together, and a little child shall 
lead them. 

The beauty of the principles held by Odd Fellows 
would naturally find expression in beauty of form. We 
were reminded of Madame de Stael, who calls beautiful 
architecture frozen music ; here it rather seemed a 
crystallized expression of the purity of thought, tender- 
ness of feeling, and kindliness of action to which the 
Odd Fellows have devoted themselves. 
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Entering the doorway, we found ourselves in a spacious 
vestibule, whose walls of marble and stucco gave still further 
promise of the beauty of the interior. 

Pausing for a moment in the corridor, to admire the walls 
of Siennese marble, we passed into a large central hall, into 
which opened the various offices and the Auditorium, and from 
which a magnificent marble stairway led to the upper floors. 
This spacious hall we admired very much. It is lighted by a 
dome-shaped skylight many stories above. On the upper floors, 
it becomes a galleried corridor, giving the building a light, 
graceful effect, while its marble floors, heavy balustrades and 
magnificent marble stairways add the necessary touch of gran- 
deur and solidity. 

The arrangement of the building, with its central hall, 
around which are grouped the rooms, struck us as a triumph 
of practical wisdom, combined with artistic skill. The maxi- 
mum of available space seems thus attained with the minimum 
of waste room. The interior of the building, too, is as bright 
and cheerful as in most large buildings it is dull and gloomy. 

The Auditorium on the first floor impressed us with its 
church-like effect. The pulpit and organ were both there; only 
the altar was missing, and that we found on an upper floor. 
This room is magnificent in proportions, and with its paneled 
walls, corbeled ceiling, and graceful decorations, is a perfect 
specimen of the Italian Renaissance. 

We, of course, had not penetrated thus far into the building 
without encountering some of the gentlemen in charge. So far 
from interrupting our progress, however, they kindly gave us 
the entrie of the building, and answered our many queries 
with patience and courtesy. 

On mounting the first flight of stairs, we paused to admire 
the beautiful stained-glass window at the first landing. Its cen- 
tral figure is the spirit of Fraternity, issuing its commands to 
the members of the Order, to visit the sick, relieve the distressed, 
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bury the dead, and educate the orphan. Grouped artistically 
around the central figure, are the various emblems of the 
principles of the Order — Friendship, Love, Truth, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, 

Ascending floor by floor (for an elevator is not a favorable 
vehicle in which to make a tour of observation), we found the 
second, third, fourth, and fifth floors devoted mostly to offices. 
Of these, the Grand Secretary's office attracted us the most. 
Its tasteful carpet and heavy oak furniture gave it an air of 
dignity as well as of grandeur. 

Above these floors, we came upon the lodge-rooms, arranged 
with their various dressing-rooms around the hall. These rooms 
charmed us. They are studies in color. One does not know 
which to admire most— the cool greens, soft blues, delicate doves, 
the browns, or terracottas. Each room has its prevailing color, 
and the blending of tint and shade in wall, carpet, and furniture 
forms a pleasing harmony restful to the eye. Each room is 
bordered by a wainscoting of tinted marble, in harmony with 
the color of the wall, and this is surmounted by a frieze in 
relief work which beautifully combines the various markings of 
the marble with the background of the wall. This gives a 
very effective finish. The simplicity of these rooms is as 
remarkable as their beauty. There is no overloading of orna- 
ment, no unnecessary tlis 
play. As each of our party 
selected a different lod-u- 
room for the most beauti- 
ful, we could only conclmk* 
that they were all the result 
of careful study and fine- 
artistic instinct. 

A room on the ninth 
floor reminded us of thf 
early origin of the principles 
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of the Order. This room is called the Encampment-Room, and 
is, as far as possible, a fac-simile of the early Jewish tabernacle. 
The walls are the "boards of shittim wood," overlaid with gold, 
while the ceiling represents the curtains of "blue, and purple, 
and scarlet." To carry still further the idea of a tent, the floor 
is covered with a carpet of grass green. The room is appro- 
priately fitted up with furniture of Oriental form, Assyrian in 
type, while the chandeliers are works of art. Each burner is in 
the form of an antique, bowl-shaped lamp, with its handle and 
spout a tiny incandescent light, forming the tongue of flame 
issuing from the spout of the bowl. The lower part of the 
chandelier is enclosed in colored glass, which mellows and sub- 
dues the light of thirty incandescent lamps embedded therein, 
and produces a beautiful effect. 

The Odd Fellows, being not only a benevolent, but also a 
, have not neglected a very imjwrt- 
in their Temple. On the tenth 
, we found culinary arrangements 
n a large scale — dining-room, serving- 
ooms, and kitchen. Other social 
I unveniences were also provided, 
Mich as smoking-room and billiard- 
mom. We must not neglect to 
mention the lavatories; their num- 
\n:r seemed legion, and we concluded 
lliat, with the Odd Fellows, cleanli- 
ness is next to Godliness. 

The woodwork throughout 
the building is of quartered oak, 
rich and heavy, as is also the 
furniture. The beautiful carved 
oak settles in the galleries par- 
ticularly excited our admiration. 




After spending several hours roaming around, we turned to 
leave the building, with regret, feeling that the Odd Fellows' 
Temple is not only a credit to the Order, but also a credit to 
Philadelphia, and we ourselves would be "odd fellows" indeed 
not to acknowledge it, 

Clara R. Titus. 
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•rifiicrEft before !fte «ranb tobae of peaneaVoatAa, 
mag 19, 1895. 

BRETHREN and Friends of the Order of Odd 
Fellows : — We welcome you with unfeigned cor- 
diality to this house of prayer, and appreciate 
your desire to join with us in the worship of 
God, our common Father, on the first day of 
this eventful week, in which you will dedicate 
your great Temple to the service of your 
fellow-men, and to the promulgation of those 
I-^ Z^ principles of Friendship, Love, and Truth, which 

are corner-stones of your Order. 
Coming into this place of prayer to-day in your representa- 
tive character, and on an occasion which marks an epoch in 
your history, you give a spontaneous and reverent recognition 
of the place and authority of religion, and of those teachings 
which peculiarly belong to the Christian faith. 

The Church and the Lodge are in no sense identical, and 
do not occupy the same sphere, nor work along the same lines; 
but they are not in conflict, and cannot be rivals or competi- 
tors in the great work of helping and blessing the race. We 
can fairly say more than this, and acknowledge that in so far 
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as the aims of the Church and the Lodge are moral, fraternal, 
and philanthropic, they possess a kinship with each other and 
hold many vital matters in common. Your Order holds and 
exemplifies many of the principles, and follows many of the 
rules of practical Christianity. If, indeed, the deeper and more 
spiritual doctrines of the Lord Jesus are not incorporated in 
your constitutions and laws, and if the belief of them is not 
made a condition of membership in your body, yet it is manifest 
that the Man of Nazareth breathes through your every deed of 
charity and builds into a living organism your great Brotherhood. 

While you are careful to disclaim that yours is a distinc- 
tively religious order, at the same time religious principles 
govern it, belief in a personal God, the Father of all men, is its 
open avowal, and the golden rule marks the line of duty for 
every man who joins it. It is, therefore, fitting that you should 
appear to-day in a house devoted to the worship of God and to 
the service of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we greet 
you as fellow- workers in the kingdom of righteousness and 
humanity. 

Let me guide your thoughts to a selection of Scripture, 
which suggests both a law and a motive for noble and unselfish 
living. It is found in the Epistle to the Galatians, sixth chapter 
and second verse : **Bear ye one another's burdens^ and so fulfill 
the laiu of Christ'' 

There is a word that has come into very common use 
during the more recent decades of our century, which is a sign 
of the times in which we live: it is the word "solidarity." It 
is as notable a word as "protoplasm" was a few years back, in 
the vocabulary of physical science. It sprang up among the 
French Communists, but its unhappy parentage has not pre- 
vented it making for itself a place in the family of words. It 
is a great and suggestive word in the department of social 
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science. It implies that mankind forms one vast body, and that 
in his complete nature, physically, intellectually and morally, 
man is linked to his fellows in bonds that are intimate, strong, 
and abiding. Science tells us that, if we throw a pebble into 
the ocean, a vibration is produced which passes from molecule 
to molecule unto the ends of the world, and it is equally 
true that a similar law of transmission prevails 
the domain of intelligence and will. 

Now it is worth your noting that some of 
the newest teachings concerning mankind were 
clearly apprehended by Jesus and His apostles. 
The New Testament is the greatest and safest 
book on true socialism. Paul preached the solid- 
arity of mankind with real and startling effect. 
Yes, in this book, which some have too readily 
considered as superseded and out of date, we find 
the strongest and freshest expressions of those princi 
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pies of unity and oneness, or, as it is now said, the 

solidarity of the race, which are fundamental in modern social 

philosophy. 

When Paul traced man's present condition of sinfulness 
back to Adam, he grasped the idea of the solidarity of the 
race. When he preached to the men of Athens he boldly 
declared the blood relationship between men everywhere, for 
they possess one common Father and bear one common image — 
ever the image of God. When in transcendent vision he saw 
redeemed humanity, it was as one ticw man, with every barrier 
between Jew and Gentile, bond and free, broken away through 
the blood of the Cross, And when he urged Christians to 
brotherliness and mutual helpfulness, it was upon the distinct 
belief that all men are brothers in Christ, and linked together 
in eternal relationship through the new law of love. 

We are very slow in believing and acting on this doctrine. 
We are still dominated by a narrow faith and selfish love. 
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The real unity of mankind, the real brotherhood of man, and 
the claims the weaker have on the stronger, the mutual respon- 
sibility and relationship that grow out of this, are only slowly 
and dimly breaking in upon our dull minds. Christ was the 
pioneer teacher who taught that the whole world is kin, and 
the concern of one is the concern of all. He is the real 
author of the better humanitarianism of to day. The sensitive- 
ness to the suffering and degradation that are in the world, 
which we are feeling more and more, has come from Him. It 
is His love in the world that leads men to help and bless their 
brothers in their struggle with want, and sorrow, and sin. 

Oter lives are linked together in common trials and responsi- 
bilities. The apostle speaks of "one another's burdens." Burden- 
bearing belongs to us irrespective of social position, age or 
circumstance. Every man has his burden, whether he is a 
millionaire or pauper, a saint or sinner. We forget how many 
are in the world just like ourselves, having the same wants, the 
same doubts, the same conflicts, the same fears and sins as we 
have. We learn to interpret other histories with unerring 
correctness when we understand our own. All about us are 
those who are thinking the very thoughts we are thinking, 
wrestling with the difficulties we have, and finding life just as 
we find it; they will welcome the touch of a kindly hand, and 
grow mellow under the strains of love's gentle music. We 
look to others to supply what the heart craves. We are not 
eagles, living alone among the high peaks of solitary mountains, 
but domestic birds, that love to dwell in blocks and build our 
nests near human habitations. The child craves other children 
to satisfy its instinct of pleasure. Youth seeks congenial com- 
panionship. Maidenhood wanders like a dove, cooing for respon- 
sive affection. Men and women of all ages and conditions are 
dependent for much of their happiness and courage upon 
others. Thus God has made us. Thus are our lives linked 
together. Each is essential to, and counterpart of, the other. 
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As your own manual says, "There is no appetite of the human 
body more craving and intolerable than is the insatiate hunger 
of the human heart for moral support. Infirmity of body, as 
well as of mind, is common to humanity, and there exists a 
corresponding natural desire for sympathy." 

We have now reminded you of the great facts of human 
unity and dependence. Growing out of these are some of the 
prime duties and privileges of human life. So we come, in the 
progress of our subject, to the second part, viz.: 

iUufual I^ElpfuInesa. 

One of the purposes of your Order is just this: to "bear 
one another's burdens." 

Every man has his own burdens to bear, but that does not 
absolve him from his duty of bearing those of others. Those 
who know the secret of carrying patiently and bravely their 
own burdens are the best helpers of their fellows. It needs 
strong, brave souls — souls trained and seasoned by life's great 
experiences — to help the struggling men and women who crowd 
this earth. 

The poet who sings songs that touch the deepest parts of 
our being is he whose heart has been pierced through and 
through with trouble. The helpful lives are tho.so which have 
themselves been divinely helped in the Ilours of their cruci- 
fixion. There are plenty in 
the world whose s<ile conceiii 
seems to be to e.scaiie the bur- 
dens of life, and sip the nectar 
from blooming flowers. It||oes 
without saying, tl: 
value to others, -. 
nothing in the 
work and strife 
of helping and 
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saving the world. A year or two ago, I fell in with an elderly 
gentleman at an English railway station. He told me how he 
spent his life — now at this fashionable resort, and then at 
another, changing his abode with every season, and going 
whither society or sport chanced to lead. He was trying to 
escape the cares and fatigue of life, and to enjoy a selfish and 
indolent happiness. You may be sure, when that man dies, 
there will be none to bless his name or to keep his memory 
green. There will be no orphans to call him father, and no 
poor to call him friend. The light will go out of no one's life 
when the earth falls on his coffin. He did not bear his own 
just burdens in this world, nor did he aught in bearing the 
burdens of others. 

Let us not mistake what genuine mutual helpfulness means. 
I confess to a feeling of weariness at hearing so much about 
"brotherhood" and the duty of the individual to sacrifice him- 
self for the good of society and the race. A new and attrac- 
tive doctrine is widely preached by many who have dethroned 
God and displaced the Bible; they called it "Altruism." It is 
devotion to the race; it is doing good to others; it is living for 
others There is a fine and lofty enthusiasm in the speeches 
of these new friends of the race — altruistic philosophers, who 
fain would devote themselves to these causes. But where are 
their sustaining motives ? Theirs is a grand passion for the 
race ; theirs is a grandiloquent eulogy on brotherhood and 
equality! It is the coming religion, think some; but there is 
nothing behind it. There is no faith at its roots. There is 
nothing to inspire men to labor, and endure, and sacrifice for 
the good of their fellows, unless first the love of God is in the 
heart and a deep sense of the value of the individual man. 
Oh, don't let us waste our sympathy and effort on the "race!" 
Rather let us center our energy for the good of "individuals." 
Let us not try to help himanity^ but to help men. The true 
helpers are those who seek out individuals and do good to 
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them. We must come down to the level of earth, if we want 
to bless others, and not stay up among the hazy heights of neb- 
ulous philosophical humanitarianism. There is a famous ahbey 
in a city which I recently visited. In the front of the great 
church, on either side the arched doorway, are ladders in stone, 
reaching well-nigh unto the roof. On these 
ladders are angel figures carved in stone. 
They are intended to represent the vision 
Jacob saw in his dreams — the angels ever 
ascending and descending on the ladder. 
But the atmosphere had eaten away the 
ladder of stone nearest to the ground, and 
the poor stone angels were suspended high 
up in the air, unable to descend low enough 
to render any service to the sad-hearted 
and fugitive Jacobs that needed their help. 
So it is with many who would be helpers 
of mankind. They are too high up in their 
idealisms, and do not come down to the 
side of the individual sufferers of the world. 
Mutual helpfulness, as your Order recog- 
nizes it and seeks to practice it, is both 
material and moral. Physical needs have a 
large place in your thought and labor. 
Sickness and failing health, orphanhood and 
widowhood, are opportunities for your min- 
istry. These are, perhaps, uppermost in 
many minds. Help and protection against 
adversity may be the controlling motives in 
joining your Order, and this is not a mean 
selfishness, but just and prudent forethought. 
Religion is never complete in its utility and 
beauty unless it blossoms out in material 
kindnesses and advantages. The tenderest 




words ever spoken to frail and suffering people came from the 
lips of Jesus. The early Church was a "brotherhood." The 
apostles taught that pure and undefiled religion was to visit the 
fatherless and widows, as well as to keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. 

This, however, is not the limit of helpfulness. It is not 
the highest or best way of helping our fellows. To give a loaf 
of bread is not so vital and far-reaching a blessing as to waken 
hope in a desperate heart, or to waken conscience out of a 
deep slumber, or allure straying feet from the ways of sin, or 
inspire a thought or passion that will change a life from evil 
to good, from uselessness to nobleness. Even in the orphan- 
ages you build, the best help to the children consists, not in the 
food you give them to eat, or the clothes to wear, but in the 
knowledge and principles you sow in their fertile minds, which 
germinate and grow into manhood and womanhood, rich in the 
virtues of exalted character. 

Your Order represents co-operative helpfulness. It is a 
union of the many for the benefit of the individual. The trite 
saying, " In union there is strength," may be broadened and 
varied, and we could say with equal truth: " In union is inspira- 
tion, encouragement and relief." The arms of a great Order 
are placed under every man who seeks its aid. The same law 
prevails in the Church. The members receive, consciously or 
unconsciously, more than they know by virtue of their associa- 
tion with their fellow-believers. A few drops of water cannot 
bear up the tiniest boat, but let enough of them be merged 
together, and the greatest ship ever launched floats as a cork 
on their surface. 

Jesus Christ illustrated the true method of helpfulness. 
This is in the mind of Paul when he says : " Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ^ His life is 
the pattern of every true life. Not that we can always do as 
He did, or speak as He spoke; but the principles, motives and 
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aims of His life should be those of every man's life. He 
helped others by bearing their burdens. The world's great 
sorrow rolled on Him. O Jesus! what burdens bowed Thy 
head ! He carried our sorrows and griefs. He helped others 
in a three-fold manner: physically, by feeding the hungry and 
relieving sickness ; intellectually, by teaching them the truths 
of God and eternal life ; and spiritually, by quickening their 
spirits into holiness and love. You place a high esteem on 
Friendship. It is one of the links of your Order, holding you 
together. Remember, therefore, this was a primary law with 
Christ. He became a friend to those who most needed Him. 
Friendship was a law of helpfulness. A new law of love was 
exemplified in His life. He taught the worth of man and the 
possibility of his redemption. The misanthropic and pessimistic 
spirit is at variance with His law. When a young man, deep 
in sin and despair, wrote to Mr. Beecher, asking whether he 
would preach a sermon on the terrors of hell or any other 
theme that would save him from helpless despair, he complied 
with the request ; but he was careful not to break that bruised 
reed any more than it was. He preached the next Sunday on 
the love of God as a father toward lost children, believing that 
was the surest way of helping and saving the 
young man. It is the strong love of God, 
brought into vital touch with our weaknesses 
and sins, that redeems and strengthens us. 
Friends of the Order of Odd Fellows, 
we all need to be filled with the spirit of 
a Divine friendship, and with a passion to 
bless our fellow-beings. We ought not to 
be content to relieve physical distress only; 
we should seek to lead each into the 
higher ways of righteousness and love. 
Neither should we be content to show help 
and mercy to our own class and associates 




only, but to all who are in need. The highways of life are full 
of suffering and sinning ones. The late Earl of Shaftesbury 
was talking to Frances Powers Cobbe of the wrongs of young 
girls. The tears came to his eyes, his voice trembled, and, after 
a pause, he added : " When I feel how old I am, and know I 
must soon die, I hope it is not wrong, but I feel I cannot bear 
to go and leave the world with all the misery in it.*' That 
was a noble and touching passion for a suffering and wronged 
class. Would to God we were all more genuinely earnest in 
righting the wrongs we see all about us, and sharing with 
others the burdens they are bearing. 

It is the highest and best life to live. Such work brings 
its own reward. After Christ had been seeking and saving the 
Samaritan woman. He said to His disciples that He had meat to 
eat they did not know of. It was His inward satisfaction of 
doing good. The most rewarding work in this world is this of 
helping and saving others. There is no satisfaction like unto 
it; only let it be done in a spirit of unselfish and self- 
forgetting devotion to others, and God's praise. Napoleon, in 
the height of his power, established an orphanage in a little 
town of France. After his return from banishment he visited 
the orphanage. The little girls crowded around him and gave 
touching expressions of their love and gratitude. They covered 
his hands with kisses and tears. In later years disaster came 
to the great soldier. The Empire fell. He was a prisoner; but 
it is related that among the thoughts, and memories, and deeds 
that came back to him, bringing with them solace and strength 
in the days of exile and imprisonment, were the love, and tears, 
and kisses of the orphan children. It will ever be so. It is 
the appointment of God. Every deed of kindness, every word 
of cheer, every token of friendship, every sacrifice for another's 
good will come back to us with blessings and benedictions. 

George E. Rees, D.D. 
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j»rlibpreti at tl|e Bcabems of Wttsic, ^itiliititlvitUi, Wan 21, 1895. 
Ladies and Gentlemen — Sister and Brother Odd Fellows; 
' LMOST always large results flow from small beginnings. 
If the germ have within it the element of greatness, if 
the primal cause, however small, be the repository of 
^ that vital force which, when developed, is capable of 
vast expansion, the grandest results cannot fail of reali- 
zation. This is the great universal law of Nature. It 
permeates the entire natural world. The tiny seed, if it 
jiossess the vitalizing force, placed in the ground, springs 
up the waving grain, the prolific vine, the giant oak, the 
towering pine. The mountain spring, rushing toward the 
[-■an, at length swells into the mighty river, bearing on its 
isom the commerce of nations. Small and simple in all of 
:v beginnings. Nature develops a great laboratory of grand- 
est results. In these little germs slumber possibilities which 
development has failed to exhaust. 

But the vital force must slumber in the little germ; the 
intrinsic value must be there. There are bastard seeds, which, 
if they fructify at all, produce an ephemeral growth, only to 
wither and die. They are false imitations of the real, and 
soon pass into the oblivion of forgetfulness, or are buried in 
the swaddling-clothes of their infancy. 

Beautiful picture this that Nature presents to us of the 
developments in the moral, intellectual, and social world. 
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Vast achievements and gigantic failures dot its surface in 
monumental splendor, from the advent of Adam in the garden 
to the present hour. All along the track of the centuries, over 
which our race has wandered, they stand as monuments of 
human wisdom or of human folly. The good and the bad, the 
false and the ti^ue, stand here revealed in their true character. 
All guise, all pretense, all false coverings, by the tooth of time 
are torn off; and each stands forth, the symbol of genuine 
worth or of genuine worthlessness. 

The history of the one is written in grandest successes; 
that of the other in ignominious failures. 

Of all the centuries since the dawn of time, this nineteenth 
is perhaps the most prolific of successes and failures. In every 
department of science, of art, of social and moral development, 
marvelous results have been reached, and ignominious failures 
blot its otherwise brilliant pages. As a whole, however, it is a 
wonderful century of progress. That the spurious should take 
advantage of it, and stupendous failures result, was to be 
expected. It has, however, quietly winnowed the chaff from the 
wheat, and the truly meritorious alone survives and flourishes. 

Nations have been brought into closer touch and sympathy 
with each other than ever before, by processes hitherto 
unknown or but ill-applied. Selfishness has been held in 
check; coldness and indifference toward others has been warmed 
into fraternal sympathy; and greed, their natural offspring, has 
been molded into generous helpfulness. 

In that higher and more refined civilization begotten of 
this century man is coming to regard his fellow as his brother, 
the race as a grand brotherhood, and God as its universal Father. 

Whence comes this high uplifting.^ Rome, with all her 
refinement and culture, knew it not. Given over to extreme 
selfishness, she fell, as fall every nation must that gives herself 
over to that greed which unchecked selfishness always begets. 
Again we ask: whence comes this high uplifting.^ What silent, 
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subtle element is working in the body politic now that did not 
in the palmy days of Rome ? Why are we so stable and firm 
that no shock, not even civil war on a sectional line, can divide 
lis, while Rome, disintegrated and shattered, fell in ruin irre- 
trievable? That Christianity, by indirection, is to receive due 
credit for the aid furnished, is conceded; yet Christian churches 
went asunder in that civil war, and not a restored Union could 
reunite them. One of the strongest elements of union, if not 
the most potential, in this nineteenth century civilization, is the 
reciprocal duties, the mutual helpfulness, taught by and con- 
stantly practiced in the fraternal secret organizations in this 
and other lands, binding together, as they do, millions of our 
adult citizens and assembling them in weekly schools of instruc- 
tion in the practical duties of visitation and relief in the hour 
of affliction and suffering, educating them to know that, under 
like circumstances, they in turn will be tenderly cared for, 
begets a unity of feeling, a oneness, a brotherhood in citizen- 
ship, that no other system extant furnishes. 

Who can estimate, who can measure, the power of this 
influence in breaking down that curse of the world, that deadly 
foe to all refined civilization, selfishness, which so often, and 
unchecked, universally gains the mastery over otherwise noble 
natures.' Of it Mackintosh says: "Selfishness is a vice utterly 
at variance with the happiness of him who harbors it, and, as 
such, condemned by self-love." Of it Flemming 
says : " Selfishness is always voluntary, and 
always wrong, being that regard to our own 
interests, gratification, etc., which is sought L| 
or indulged at the expense and to the injury 
of others. So long as self-love does not 
degenerate into selfishness, it is quite com- 
patible with true benevolence." 

Against this deadly foe to social unity, 
to public liberty, to loyal citizenship. Odd 
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Fellowship is arrayed. While it seeks to cultivate, refine, and 
ennoble self-love ; since by that standard alone, in obedience to 
the Divine command, to " Love our neighbor as ourselves," we 
must measure our duty to him, it wages an uncompromising war 
against selfishness in all its forms. The lesson it teaches, the 
duty it enjoins, the practical labors it enforces upon its mem- 
bership, all develop into a citizenship of the purest, best, most 
useful and unselfish type. 

By reciprocal relief and kindly offices to one another in the 
day of trial, of suffering and distress, it has cemented its mem- 
bership into a vast brotherhood, which no force can weaken, 
or shock divide. 

Loyalty to the government in which its lot is cast, as the 
highest test of good citizenship, is a fundamental tenet in Odd 
Fellowship. Hence, war cannot divide it, nor even weaken the 
bond that binds brother to brother. No severer test was ever 
applied to voluntary organizations, secret or open, than that 
presented by our late desperate war. Yet, Odd Fellowship 
passed through that fiery ordeal unscathed. Called to duty on 
either side by their respective governments, in obedience to the 
laws of our Order, which command "subordination to civil gov- 
ernment and its laws," brother strove against brother in mortal 
combat, with no feelings, however, of acrimony, of bitterness, or 
of revenge, but in loyal obedience to our Order's teachings, 
with tearful regret. 

During the four years of that bloody struggle, the Supreme 
Body met as always. The roll of every State was regularly 
called, but the seats and desks of the representatives often were 
vacant. From them no voice was heard through all those four 
long years, save one, and that at a single session. They could 
not cross the line of steel that guarded the separation. Still 
the roll-call went on ; the seats and desks remained in place, 
though vacant. 

At length, the war-cloud spent its rage ; the last call to arms 
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died away; the bristling wall of steel, which for tpur years had 
guarded that line, fell ; and from every State and Territory of 
the Union representatives rushed to the appointed place of 
meeting at Baltimore, the cradle in which the Order in its 
infancy was rocked, eager to meet again, in fraternal embrace, 
their brothers from whom they had been forcibly separated, 
and against whom they had loyally struggled in obedience to 
the call of that authority they had been taught in the lodge- 




room to obey. Every seat was filled, every desk was occupied, 
save alone that of Florida. That failed only because the 
representative sickened on the way. 

No grander spectacle adorns, or ever will adorn, the pages of 
history than the record of that meeting. Scarred veterans, fresh 
from the field of battle, civilians, statesmen, diplomats, and citi- 
zens from every walk of life, all loyal and true to their late 
governmental call, now rush into each other's arms, shedding 
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tears of joy at being again permitted to commingle as in days 
of peace. Not a word, a look, an act of reproach shadowed 
that greeting. Spread out the history of the past as a map, 
summon from their graves the millions that slumber in earth's 
bosom, ask them, one and all, to point, if they can, to the spot, 
the time, the event, when mortal eye was ever permitted to 
rest on such another scene. Your appeal will be in vain; for 
nowhere, until, in September, 1865, at the city of Baltimore, in 
the Supreme Council of Odd Fellowship, does such a record 
adorn the pages of history. 

Behold the desolation ; churches rent in twain ; organiza- 
tions broken up and destroyed ; animosities, deep-seated and 
abiding, engendered, never to be removed. Amid this wide- 
spread desolation. Odd Fellowship alone stands calm and 
serene in her unity, needing no reconstruction, no reorganization, 
no peace commission to restore harmony and fealty to existing 
conditions. She stands — in the borrowed lines of her own beau- 
tiful ritualistic ceremonials— 

"As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 

In these beautiful ceremonials we consecrate every brick and 
stone of which it is constructed to those exalted virtues : Purity 
unspotted, Friendship unchanging, Love constant and abiding. 
Truth clad in her imperial robes. Faith that grasps the invisible, 
Hope that survives the tomb, and Charity that gathers in its 
embrace the brotherhood of man under the inspiration of the 
fatherhood of God. 

Upon every brick and stone these virtues are carved. These 
walls, brilliant with their luster, shall ever echo to their welcome 
voice. Radiant with celestial light, in the darkest hour of adver- 
sity this ideal Temple shall stand as **a city of refuge," whither 
the suffering and despondent, upon whose horizon the dark 
clouds of despair are gathering, may flee for safety. 
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Fortunate, indeed, is this "City of Brotherly 
Love" that this magnificent Temple, which is 
destined to surely bring to her a world-wide 
renown, is located here ; for wherever Odd 
Fellowship dwells, this, the grandest of all 
the many grand structures erected by the 
Order, will be known, and its praises, and 
those of the Brotherhood that has brought 
it to completion, will be sung. 

It was a proud day to this city and to all ^ ^ coluver pg. 
of the inhabitants thereof when the corner-stone 
of this massive edifice was laid with imposing ceremonials. To 
every Odd Fellow it was a day of unbounded joy and rejoicing. 
To the thoughtful of them there came with it, borne on the 
wings of the future, the portentous clouds of possible failure. 
Every heart beat high with hope. Every nerve or thought was 
strained to its highest tension. Shall we succeed .' Can we 
accomplish it.' And the silent murmur ran along the line in a 
united voice, as of the " mingling of many waters ;" We will ! 
which has been the "slogan" of success from that hour to 
this. Grand in its mission, sublime in its accomplishment, 
to-day we joyously lay the crown of honor at the feet of this 
noble band of brothers, who have led this great undertaking to 
so complete a consummation. Standing prominently among 
the many magnificent structures in this Philos adelphos of the 
American continent, its pride and glory, through coming ages 
it shall monument their memory, shining in world-wide illumin- 
ation, like the search-light on a trackless ocean, guiding the 
tempest-tossed mariner, on the surging billows of life's stormy 
pilgrimage, into the haven of refuge and safety. 

But we cannot close without a passing reference to the 
historic ornamentations that adorn this magnificent temple. It 
has been in the heart of man, since history began, to honor the 
distinguished leaders in every great enterprise ; and to adorn 
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with appropriate symbols the result of their labors. Nothing is 
more befitting and proper. 'Tis a mark of just recognition of 
valuable services rendered, not only, but is a visible inspiration 
to those who follow after them. Without these, those illustrious 
laborers linger only in the memory of their great deeds. The 
manly form, the flashing eye, the noble features, all aglow with 
heaven-lit devotion to their great work, are soon forgotten. 
Memorialized in window, or portrait, or bronzed in niche, to 
the generations that follow them they are living witnesses, and, 
though departed, still speak in a language all the more impres- 
sive because of its silence. 

These voice the grandeur of their long and eventful lives. 
In this picture-gallery of the great, future generations shall 
stand as before their living forms, beholding them as in ideal 
presence. Who that bows before them shall not feel an eleva- 
tion in the homage.^ Be this an hour of renewed consecration 
to our great work; that, walking in their footsteps, emulating 
their devotion, and following ttreir example of faithfulness, we 
may carry to its final glorious consummation the work they 
have so nobly begun. 

This Temple, which we to-day dedicate and set apart to 
such exalted purposes, massive and imposing as it is in struc- 
ture, beautiful and grand as it is in all of its appointments, 
and impressive and eloquent as it is in its ornamentations, is 
but an imperfect type of that great spiritual temple of Odd 
Fellowship, whose foundations are continents, whose walls are 
crystal, and whose covering is the arched canopy of the heav- 
ens ; illumed, not by electric light, but by light borrowed from 
the great fountain of illumination, that shall shine with undi- 
minished luster, until Gabriers last trumpet call shall wake the 
slumbering nations. 

Within, what beauty adorns its jasper walls ! Behold, hang- 
ing in rich clusters, those gems of dazzling brilliancy. They 
are the crystallized tears of widows and orphans, whose hearts, 
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once despondent, have been turned to joy and rejoicing. In 
that vaulted archway, brilliant with celestial light, like the 
hanging gardens of Babylon, those perennial flowers of rarest 
odor and richest bloom are the blessings of thanksgiving from 
the hearts whose sorrows have been relieved and anguish 



Standing in this presence and beholding them, who does 
not feel that no richer reward for toil and self-sacrifice can 
fall to the lot of mortals than such gems and such flowers? 
Within whose heart does not the silent orison ascend to the 
great Architect of all good- 
Father, who gav'st these gems to shine, these flowers on earth to grow, 
What must adorn thy courts above, if such are found below? 
They say that there e'en rainbow hues are pale and dim to see; 
Then what, O Father, dyes thy flowers, what must their radiance be ? 

John VV. Stebbins. 




Eltar-iSuUbma. 




f LTAR-BUILDING, as a custom, seems to be of 
pre-historic origin. In Holy Writ, we find 
Abraham built an altar unto the Lord, and, in 
supposed obedience to His will, would have 
yielded up his son as a burnt-offering. 

Moses and the children of Israel were com- 
manded to erect an altar and a tabernacle, and 
bring thereto burnt-offerings and oblations of 
myrrh and oil. Wondrous was the glory of 
the temple and altar built at Solomon's com- 
land, Nineveh and Babylon had their altars; so had 
fclicc and Rome, in those palmy days when Art 
aailK'd upon the canvas and there shone forth scenes 
r ~-uch rare beauty that 

■ E'en angels might pause in wonder as they passed;" 
ml liie hand of the sculptor brought forth, from 
luf^h-hewn blocks, forms of such grace and beauty 
that, even now, when ages have wasted them, one 
stands entranced at their perfection. 

So long as the altars of those ancient republics 
were consecrated to virtue, their people were pros- 
perous and happy, the nations increased in strength, extended 
their domain, and became the wonder of the world. 

But as time rolled on, those nations became corrupt, the 
virtue of the people died out, their temples were consecrated to 
crime, and their altars stained with blood. Where are they now.' 
Their ruined temples, their blackened pillars, their fallen great- 
ness, alone remain as warning beacons to all coming time. 
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" Bear witness, Greece, thy every page 

Attests to many a deathless age; 
'T were long to tell, and sad to trace 

Each step from splendor to di^race. 

Enough— no foreign foe could quell 

Thy soul, till from itself it fell ; 

Yes ! self-abasement paved the way 

To villain-bonds and despot sway." 

The principle remains unchanged. Virtue is still the basis 
of prosperity, and the nation, organization, or individual who 
discards it will rapidly sink into ruin. France tampered with it 
for years, and the result was terrible ; wave upon wave of blood 
flowed through the guilty streets of Paris. 

In our own land, men sought to barter in human ilesh and 
blood, and, as a result, hearts were bereft, homes laid desolate, 
and the dark cloud of war settled down over the land. But 
when virtue triumphed, the dark cloud lifted and the sunlight 
of prosperity shone out upon the greatest nation on the face of 
the globe. 

When Odd Fellowship builds a temple, it also erects an 
altar. To what purpose? Its foundation-stone is Purity. Its 
devotees should, therefore, be pure in heart and purpose. "Out 
of the fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh." If the heart 
be pure, no evil will come forth to mar our neighbor's fair repu- 
tation, or to wound a fellow-being. Each pure-minded, pure- 
hearted man or woman is a blessing to themselves and to 
humanity — a silent, never-ceasing influence, inspiring others to 
noble living. Well, indeed, will we build character as well as 
altars if we base them upon the solid foundation of Purity. 

Friendship is the next stone in the construction of an Odd 
Fellow altar. Not Friendship that flourishes 
only amid prosperity, but Friendship that comes 
quietly and unboastingly in the hour of affliction 
and distress, and helps us to lift up the heavy 
burdens of life and bear them along. Resting 
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on Purity and Friendship, we place Love 
— such as our Elder Brother described 
when He said: "Love thy neighbor as 
thyself" — Love that recognizes God as 
an infinite, all-wise and loving Father,, 
and looks upon humanity as a brother ; 
mourns over its infirmities, feels for its 
woes, sympathizes with its sorrows, and 
earnestly endeavors to relieve its necessities 
and better its condition. Upon these virtues 
E. B. KELLY. wc place Truth — that Truth which scorns 

an injustice — Truth unswerving, unflinching, piercing the dark 
clouds of ignorance and superstition, and illumining, with its 
clear and steady light, all that is right and just, while it shames 
into oblivion the wrong — Truth which, 

" crushed to earth, shall rise again— 

The eternal years of God are hers; 
While Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 
And dies amid its worshipers." 

Above these rise the three graces. Faith, Hope, and Charity — 
Faith in God and humanity— Hope that inspires to a continual 
striving for better things — Charity that standeth not alone upon 
the mountain top and vaunteth itself, but that reaches down its 
strong right arm to lift others into its own continual sunshine. 

These complete the structure. Could we have builded bet- 
ter.' Perhaps we might; and yet, could we but mold the char- 
acter of our entire fraternity in accordance with these virtues, 
win the everyday lives of our members to an exemplification of 
these principles, we would place upon this earth an invincible 
army for righteousness and morality — an army before which the 
foes of a common brotherhood would quail, and many existing 
wrongs would be quickly righted. 

From the temple of Odd Fellowship, from around its altar 



peals forth the command: "Go, visit the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed, bury the dead, and educate the orphan." 

This command brings Odd Fellowship and its work close to 
woman's heart. 

Who people our churches ? Two out of every three of their 
members are women. Who people our prisons.' Eleven out of 
every twelve of their inmates are men. Who reviled that 
Saviour who came to seek and to save.' Who brought Him to 
mock trial, and finally nailed Him to the Cross ? Woman had 
no part in that infamous work. Search the Scriptures through 
and you will find never a word uttered by a woman against the 
Saviour. In her tender, loving sympathy she was last at the 
Cross and first at the sepulcher. And so along down through 
the ages, womanly hearts have ached for another's woe, 
womanly tears have been shed In sympathy, womanly words 
have comforted and soothed, and womanly hands have bravely 
helped to bear the burdens of life. 

Hence, it is but meet and proper that when this altar of 
Odd Fellowship has been builded, when the attendant cere- 
monies are completed, that woman should come and wreathe it 
with flowers; strew roses in the path of duty, and pledge her 
efforts, in unison with her brother, to the faithful performance 
of the commands of the Order and the exemplification of its 
principles. If we fail in our perform- i 

ance of these duties, if we yi* 
to the spirit of selfishness and 
neglect the practice of the virtues 
to which this altar is now conse- 
crated, then will it become as 
"sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbals ; " 
then will his- 
tory repeat I 
itself, and 
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this organization "yield to the wreck of matter and crash of 
worlds." 

But so long as Odd Fellowship continues to alleviate suf- 
fering and elevate humanity, to incite to noble living and the 
promotion of universal brotherhood, just so long will its temples 
and altars stand — 

"As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form. 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 

Eunice Melville. 
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Grand Marshal, Samuel McKeever. 

Herald of the North, James H. Harrison. 

Herald of the South, Clarence G. Nicholson. 

Herald of the East, Hiram A. Miller. 

Herald of the West, Esau Loomis. 

I St Bearer, E. B. Kelly. 

2d Bearer, Charles Barke. 

3d Bearer, Frederick Eckert. 

4th Bearer, Chas. P. Lauer. 

Matrons: Mrs. Julia Cartwright, Mrs. W. S. 
Beasley, Mrs. F. King, Mrs. Anna C. 
Marron. 

Rebekah, Emma May Blanchette. 

Attendants: Annie S. Rea, Stella Cadmus, Minna 
Schleichter, Julia Gallager, Lizzie Cur- 
LETT, Minnie Frantz, Florence E. Joslyn, 
Mary Broadbent, Sara Schier, Ada E. 
Linn. 

High Priest, Augustus Pfaff, Sr. 

Artisans: Richard Cross, Master; Frank Allen, 
Journeyman. 

Patriarchs: C. X. Fisher, Chas. A. Braselmann, 
Nathaniel Peacock, W. E. Rodenbaugh, 
Wm. M. Warner. 

Secretary of Building Committee, Henry Kengott. 

Organist, Geo. H. Lauderbach, 

Assisted by Hiram Horter, Jr., and a choir of 
forty voices. 
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jpcbication of t^c Cemplc. 

jSetttne uji Uie Hilar. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY. 

GRAND MARSHAL (£fl/frj): 

The Grand Master, accompanied by the other Grand 
Officers, is in waiting, for the purpose of dedicating this 
Temple to the uses of Odd Fellowship. Be standing to 
receive them. 

[Grand Lodge Officers entered and were sea/ed.] 

GRAND MASTER: 

The Deputy Grand Master will make the usual an- 
nouncement. 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER: 

By direction of the Grand Master, I publicly announce 
that he is present with his associate Grand Officers for the 
purpose of dedicating this building to the service and 
glory of God and the uses of Odd Fellowship, and that, 
unless there is some good reason otherwise, he will now 
proceed with the ceremony. 

GRAND MASTER; 

Brethren, before we dedicate the Temple to the uses of 
Odd Fellowship, let us build an Altar to the Lord. Be 
standing while the Grand Chaplain invokes Gorl' 
blessing upon that we are about to do. 

GRAND CHAPLAIN: 

Our Father and our God, lo, at Thy feet 
Our Brotherhood convened to do Thy will. 
Thou, who hast suffered us to greet the dawn 
Of this our day, turn not away Thy face, 
But still vouchsafe Thy guidance and Thine aid. 
The Temple, Lord, permitted by Thy grace 
To rear its lofty crest, we dedicate to Thee 
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And to (the service Thou hast ever blessed) 

The universal family of man. 

Within these sacred walls we would 

An Altar raise, where men of many creeds, 

But of one Father and one Brotherhood, 

May on its shrine offer in Purity 

Their sacrifice in Friendship\ Lovcy and Truths 

Faitkf HopCy and Charity, 

Lord, let the altar-fire, which we this day 

Shall consecrate to Thee, like a sweet incense rise 

Up to Thy throne, and be accepted there. 

Amen. 

[Chant. Four voices.] 

Fear not, for I am with thee : I will bring 
Thy seed from the East, and gather thee from 
The West : I will say to the North, Give up, 
And to the South, Keep not back. 



GRAND MASTER: 

Let us build an Altar to the Lord, 

Even as Noah, on the " High Place" of Ararat, 

Set up his " Holy Table " to the Living God, 

To mark the great deliverance of his house, 

And consecrate the new world to the service of God; 

As on Jehovah-Jireh's sacred shrine 

The Patriarch, "Friend of God," who was in 

All things blessed, yet freely offered up 

His chiefest blessing at his Master's word. 

And gave the world its grandest model of 

Unquest'ning faith ; 

Yea, even as men. 

In all ages and every clime, in awe 

Have paused before momentous enterprise. 

To offer to God their suppliant sacrifice. 
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Come, let us build an Altar to the Lord. 

Grand Marshal, summon the Artisans and the Bearers, 
that we may build an Altar to the Lord. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

From whence shall come material for the shrine? 

GRAND MASTER: 

From the four quarters of the teeming earth. 

The globe, our field of labor, shall be taxed 

To utmost bounds for rich and rare oblations: 

Not the wealth of empires, nor the mine's red ore; 

Not the mountain's diamond, nor deep sea's pure pearl, 

Shall yield their opulence to deck our shrine, 

To make it worthy of God and our cause. 

But our Order's noble principles, its God-given truths, its 
great commands to visit the sick, relieve the distressed, 
bury the dead, and educate the orphan, its unselfish works 
of benevolence and charity, its faith in God as the Father, 
in whom alone we live, and move, and have our being, and 
its enforcement of man's true relation to man, whom he is 
taught to recognize, cherish, and protect as his own brother; 
these from the four quarters of the world will yield the 
pure and perfect blocks with which to build our Altar to 
the Lord and make it pleasing in His sight. 

Grand Marshal, summon the Grand Herald of the North. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Hail, Herald of the North ! hail, rugged North ! 
Whose mountain peaks, robed in immaculate white, 
Rear their proud crests in heaven's pure ether; 
Whose vales are carpeted with spotless snow; 
The glory of first tribute shall be thine. 
What from the dazzling empire of the North ? 

HERALD OF THE NORTH : 

From off the cold heart of the North, that throbs 
'Neath frozen seas, whose breath refines the air, 
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And hills and valleys of unsullied snow, 

I plucked the precious gem of Purity^ 

To place it here, the shrine's foundation-stone. 

\Stone placed by the Bearers^ 

GRAND MASTER: 

And thou hast chosen well, man of the North. 
Thy spotless block, emblem of Purity 
Unstained, shall be our Altar's mural stone. 
Light of the North, illume our hearts and minds. 
That they, 

"Like the stained web that whitens in the sun, 
Grow pure, by being purely shone upon." 
Grand Marshal, summon the Grand Herald of the South. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Hail, Herald of the South ! where genial warmth 
Decks Nature's form with rare and fragrant bloom, 
What is the gleaning from thy sunny clime.? 

HERALD OF THE SOUTH : 

From out the glory of the summer land 
I bring thee Friendships Heaven's epitome, 

"From which the angels gather half their joy." 

\^Stone placed on Altar by the Bearers^ 

GRAND MASTER: 

Thrice welcome. Friendship ! thou dost give to life 

New impulse, and to manhood grander growth. 

And well becomes thy form that rosy robe. 

For pink hath ever been the poet's type 

And emblem of life's fresh springtide. 

Woven by Nature in each beam of light, 

A primal hue in the ethereal bow, 

When severed by the prism's magic power 

That disentwines the seven sister rays. 

It glows with warmest ardor, and with most 
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Reluctance bends from the straight line; 
Thus symbolizing Friendship, warm and true, 
Yet firm and steadfast as unyielding stone. 

Grand Marshal, summon the Grand Herald of the East. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Hail, Herald of the brilliant Orient ! 

Where lift the unlocked eyelids of the morn. 

Chasing the shadows from the brow of earth ; 

Come, voice the signal offering of the East : 

Is it puissant gold, or lustrous gems, 

Or occult science from old Egypt's cave? 

Has alchemy its secrets yielded up? 

Dost bring the Midas stone, or life's elixir? 

HERALD OF THE EAST: 

My brother, thou hast said. I bring thee Love^ 
And Love is all of these. Love is knowledge, 
Love is life's wealth, and Love is life immortal — 
Not life's elixir in alembic brewed 
From the impure quintessences of earth, 
But Love by Heaven's pharmacy distilled 
From the sweet ether which the angels breathe. 

{Stone placed on Altar by the Bearers^ 

GRAND MASTER: 

Heav'n-born Love ! thy garb's celestial hue. 
Like the sky, never changes, though dark clouds 
May ofttimes roll between. Thy constant ray 
Confers polarity upon the polished steel, 
And binds the magnet's point unerrable 
" To its mysterious attraction in 
The chambers of the North." 

True blue shall be 
The synonym of our Fraternity. 

Grand Marshal, summon the Grand Herald of the West. 
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GRAND MARSHAL: 

Hail, Herald of the West ! beyond whose shores, 
His journey done, the day-god laves his feet 
In calm Pacific's waves, and, drawing close 
His starry robe about him, sinks to rest. 
What treasure hath he noted in his course 
Worthy to crown our fabric? 

HERALD OF THE WEST: 

Truthy the imperial virtue. 
Whose royal garb the sun's last ling'ring rays 
Have tinged with crimson from the Western sky. 

{Stone placed on Altar by the Bearers^ 
GRAND MASTER: 

Haste with thy priceless jewel to adorn our shrine. 
God-given Truth is a fit capstone to an Altar 
Founded on Purity, pillared by Friendship 
And fraternal Love. 

These peerless principles 
Conjoin to make Odd Fellowship complete. 
And crimson, symbol of glory, rank, and power, 
The garb alike of priest and potentate. 
Is badge and token of imperial truth. 
The chief attribute of an Odd Fellow. 

\The music of the Patriarchs is heard approaching^ 

folloived by an alarmJ\ 

GRAND MASTER: 

Grand Marshal, inquire the cause of that alarm. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Grand Master, the Patriarchs have journeyed from their 
tented cities of the plains, and now demand an audience. 

GRAND MASTER: 

Admit the Patriarchs. 
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[Enter High Priest^ attended by the PatfiarchSy 

carrying three stones!] 
^ HIGH PRIEST: . . 

The peace of God be with you. 

GRAND MASTER: 

Amen. Even so be it with thee and thine; Who art 
thou, grave and reverend man ? The weight of years sits 
kindly on thy venerable brow, denoting days well spent and 
full of wise experience. 
HIGH PRIEST: 

Thou speakest most graciously. I am High Priest of 
the Patriarchs. 

GRAND MASTER: 

Welcome, High Priest. Turn in with us, I pray thee, 
And abide awhile, for thou art weary. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

Nay, son ; far through the wilderness I come 
To bear the message of the Patriarchs, 
And unto thee my mission must discharge. 

GRAND MASTER: 

High Priest of the Patriarchs, man of God, 
Thou who dost wear the royal-purple robe. 
Demand of us, that we may answer thee. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

Grand Master, thus the Patriarchs do say : 

Even as Judah was to Israel, 

So we are unto thee; our people as 

Thine own, our God thy God. Now, therefore, we 

Demand and charge thee, by the Golden Rule, 

That thou deny us not this day our part 

In setting up our Order's holy Altar. 

GRAND MASTER: 

The claim is just, and freely 'tis allowed. 
Behold our Altar! reared on Purity, 
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And builded up by Friendship, Love, and Truth. 

What canst thou add of signal excellence 

To make our shrine more pleasant in God's sight ? 

HIGH PRIEST: 

Grand Master, from the Patriarchal camp 
I bring to thee Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

GRAND MASTER: 

These attributes, most gracious and divine, 
Serene effulgence on our fane will shed. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

Faith is the lamp that lights our souls to God. 

\_StoHe is placed on the A/tar,'] 

GRAND MASTER: 

Then plant it firmly on the rock of Truth. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

In all our struggle through life's wilderness, 
Hope is the strength and life-blood of the soul. 

IStone is placed on the Altar,"] 

GRAND MASTER: 

Then anchor it on Faith, its sure foundation. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

But the greatest of these is Charity. 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind. 

Charity envieth not, vaunteth not itself. 

Doth not behave itself unseemly. 

Charity seeketh not her own, is not 

Easily provoked, thinketh no evil ; 

It rejoiceth not in iniquity. 

But rejoiceth in the truth. 

Charity beareth all things, hopeth all things, 

Believeth all things. Charity never faileth. 

IS tone is placed o?i the Altar,"] 
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GRAND MASTER: 

Sweet Charity shall consummate the shrine ; 
'Twill ever make my brother's sorrow mine. 
All emulation and ambition proved, 
The worthiest is still to do men good. 

Brethren, we have raised our Altar to the Lord. High 
Priest of Patriarchs, do thou consecrate it to His service. 




£ BUILDING OF TUB ALTAR. 

HIGH PRIEST; 

Lord God of Israel, behold, the holy impulse of this day 
hath melted into one heart the hearts of this assembled 
Brotherhood, who claim Thee as their Father. Oh, gather 
to Thyself that heart and hold it in TTiy hand, that they 
may steadfast prove to Thee and to each other. Accept 
our shrine, cover this Altar with Thy strelched-out arm, 
make this house Thy tabernacle, and let Thine eye and 
Thy heart be here perpetually. Amen. 

[High Priest and Allendanls, with P. M. Escort, retire. "] 
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GRAND MASTER: 

The brethren will arise while the Grand Chaplain ad- 
dresses the Throne of Grace. 

GRAND CHAPLAIN: 

Almighty God, to-day we dedicate the Temple of Odd 
Fellowship to Thee. Oh, let Thy countenance still glorify 
our holy place and make it hallowed ground. We would 
approach, O Lord, this solemn rite with unsoiled hands and 
hearts filled with Thy love ; then let the waters of the pure 
fountain of Thy benevolence so cleanse our hands, and 
purify our hearts, that not a thought unworthy, or unkindly 
word, may mar the grace of Thine acceptance. Then with 
the living fire we kindle on our shrine our covenant with 
Thee shall be renewed, to cherish and protect our fellow- 
man and make him worthier Thy Fatherhood. Lord, bless 
the seed which we this day shall sow ; increase and multiply 
it, that it may bring forth good seed again, the seed of 
Truth. Embosom it in earth's remotest soil. Lord, bless 
the flowers we strew; so may their leaves expand beneath 
the warming rays of light, that they may breathe from each 
sweet depth a fragrance pure as fraternal Love, which they 
symbolize. Lord, bless the Temple. See it with Thine eye, 
hold it in Thy regard, that it become, even as the circle of 
the Jordan, a garden of Jehovah, where Thou didst walk. 
Father, even as Thou didst Israel bless, so bless this 
Brotherhood. Decree that our fair standard, all unstained 
by bloody strife, shall planted be on every hill and plain, 
and peaceful conquest make of all the earth. Thine is the 
knowledge and the power forever. Into Thy hand we now 
commit our cause. The Temple, Lord, we consecrate to 
Thee. Amen. 
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Hark I the trumpet blast is sounding, 

Loud the drums triumphant beat. 
Lo! the silken flags abounding, 
Hear the tread of marching feet. 
Jubilate, Amen. 
All day long, the air resounding 
With the tread of marching feet. 
Jubilate, Amen. 

From the North, with banners gleaming, 

Surging columns wheel in line, 
And the Southern squadrons seeming 
In proud panoply to shine. 
Jubilate, Amen. 
East and West in numbers streaming, ", 
Host with host their ranks combine. ' 
Jubilate, Amen. 

"T is Odd Fellowship'.s ovation. 
Onward! the fraternal band. 
For the Temple's consecration. 
Heart to heart and hand in hand. 
Jubilate, Amen. 
For the Temple's dedication, 
God and our fraternal band. 
Jubilate, Amen. 



GRAND MASTER: 

Grand Marshal, it is my will and pleasure that the 
solemn ceremony of dedicating the Temple to the service 
and glory of God and to the uses of Odd Fellowship do 
now proceed. 

You will announce the same to the Grand Heralds, with 
my command that they make due proclamation thereof. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Grand Herald of the North, of the South, of the East, of 
the West, by command of the Grand Master, each of you 
will make due proclamation that the solemn ceremony of 
dedicating the Temple will now proceed. 

HERALD OF THE NORTH: 

To the Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows of Pennsylvania, the Grand Master sends greeting 
in Purity. It is his will and pleasure that the solemn cere- 
mony of dedicating the Temple to the service and glory of 
God and to the uses of Odd Fellowship do now proceed. 

HERALD OF THE SOUTH : 

To the Subordinate Lodges of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows of Pennsylvania, the Grand Master sends 
greeting in Friendship, Love, and Truth. It is his will and 
pleasure that the solemn ceremony of dedicating the 
Temple to the service and glory of God and to the uses 
of Odd Fellowship do now proceed. 

HERALD OF THE EAST: 

To the Encampments of Patriarchs of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows of Pennsylvania, and to the Patri- 
archs Militant, the Grand Master sends greeting in Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, and in Universal Justice. It is his will 
and pleasure that the solemn ceremony of dedicating the 
Temple to the service and glory of God and to the uses of 
Odd Fellowship do now proceed. 
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HERALD OF THE WEST: 

To the Rebekah Lodges of the Indepundent ] 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Grand Master 
sends fraternal greeting to woman to aid 
in her moral and intellectual advancement, 
and, in the names of Industry, Order, 
and Purity, it is his will and pleasure 
that the solemn ceremony of dedicat- 
ing the Temple to the service and glory 
of God and to the uses of Odd Fellow- 
ship do now proceed. 

SECRETARY OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE: 
Grand Master, by direction of the Presi- 
dent of the Corporation, I deliver into your hands the great 
key of the Tempie, 

GRAND MASTER: 

My brother, in the name of the Father, and in behalf of 
the Brotherhood, I accept from your hands the great key of 
the Temple. This small piece of metal is the key to that 
on which we have spent years of study and labor, and of 
which to-day these people are assembled to hear our testi- 
mony. We cannot speak for ourselves ; the building must 
be our witness. If we have done our duty faithfully to the 
smallest particular, as we believe we have, then we can 
have no fear of the verdict. But talk we cannot and must 
not. The Hall Association has, therefore, wisely requested 
the Grand Sire to deliver the oration which is usual on 
such occasions, and to-night, at the Academy of Music, ho 
will speak of the Order and of the occasion as no other 
man can. And when he has beheld the ovation which 
awaits him, he will appreciate that not only do we have an 
inanimate Temple of Odd Fellowship in Pennsylvania, but 
that we have over a hundred thousand living temples of 
the Order's truths. 





While the surrender of this hadf^e of authority is 
part of the ceremony of dedication, as token of your 
submission to the Grand Lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fdlows of Pennsylvania, and is neces- 
sary as a public avowal of your intention to set apart 
this building for the uses and purposes of Odd 
Fellowship, yet I know there was no actual need of 
such reconsecration, no necessity for a new setting 
apart of this building to the service of humanity. 
Nor was there a call for a special acknowledgment 
of its fundamental faith in God's fatherly care for 
His creatures, nor even of the many limes He has 
seemed to exercise His direct providence in behalf 
of this enterprise. 

From the beginning these were manifest to all 
who were conversant with the work of the Committee 
having charge of the erection of this building. In 
every step of the work God's aid and assistance have 
been prayed for, and. as many of us believe. He has 
granted our prayers, and we are thus enabled to-day 
to invite the people to come into this great house, 
which shall be dedicated in His name to the work 
of raising the world to a belief in the Fatherhood 
of God, and to an appreciation of the reciprocal 



responsibilities rusiiltin,;; from the universal brotln 
hood of man. 

It is strange how easy a heavy biii.len hecnmes if 
one can only believe that he is doing God's work as 
He intended it to be done. In the many trials^^nd" 
tribulations that beset so great an enterprise as thii^, 
the load was made easy by the belief that God nev^ 
withheld His fatherly guidance and wisdom. Indeed, 
some of US have almost become fatalists by reason of 
the many occasions when, without experience, and 
great questions presented themselves, we were enabled 
to make a correct judgment. Even looking at it now 
with all the wisdom of past experience, it seem: 
velous that we were enabled to obtain such good 
results. Consider the times in which the work was 
done. There existed the greatest panic of modern 
times, yet the work never stopped ; the money 
steadily — slowly at times, yet unceasingly. Examine 
the building, and you will admit it is totally unlike 
any other building you can recall. Yet this 
ideal that was earnestly and persistently pursued by 
those who are forced to admit themselves but ill pre- 
pared in the beginning for the carrying out of such a 
perfect plan. Go deeper and examine the details, and 




you will marvel at its completeness as a whole, its adaptability to 
its varied purposes, its marked advance mechanically and physi- 
cally over other like structures or even the world's best build- 
ings, marking it in every way a model building. After you 
have done this, you will admit with us that something more 
than human skill has entered into the erection of this building. 

If you admit this, then you naturally inquire the purpose of 
such Divine interposition. My brothers, the reason is plain. 
God intends to put us to a test of our faith in ourselves. This 
puts on us the duty of raising the Order to the standard of its 
highest ideal, to bring it into the world's forces for good, to 
make the people understand that while we may do our work in 
secret and in our lodge-rooms, yet the good we do is apparent 
to all and is carried into every household and into the world at 
large; to impress deeply the truth that the beneficial features 
are but a small part of our work, that our Association does 
indeed elevate human character and make better men and 
women of its members, and that we can be and are willing to 
be associated with all the great works in the name of charity 
for the upbuilding of human character and the relief of the 
distress incident to human life. 

We have also had manifested, time and time again, the faith 
of the membership and their loyal support of the enterprise; 
we never had occasion to question what the membership really 
desired in the matter. Israel never longed more earnestly and 
faithfully for her Temple. The prayers and works of our 
people have always been for an abiding place in keeping with 
the duties we assumed to perform. Hundreds of men have 
come to me and said that in their nightly petitions they carried 
the enterprise to the throne of grace, and prayed that God 
would richly bless the undertaking. It is easy to understand, 
therefore, that, with this depth of feeling, every test of strength, 
every hard task, every severe duty, was but another occasion 
where the Temple movement was advanced toward completion. 
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Our members are peculiar in that they do not desire public 
notoriety. Modestly and unassumingly, quietly and secretively, 
the Order has gone on doing good from year to year, utterly 
oblivious of the praise or blame of the world. The uninformed 
marveled at its continued prosperity, while the informed won- 
dered how the world could resist so mighty a force for the 
good of mankind. The membership took hold of this enterprise 
in a spirit of hopefulness, sometimes doubting, not from want of 
interest or desire for failure, but from a fear that, after all, the 
enterprise might fail. Yet they were always ready to aid in its 
advancement. One of the members of the Hall Association 
expressed it, perhaps, better when he said that he would do all 
he possibly could — he would even risk his last dollar — but he 
would not go near the building, because he knew he would get 
to love it, and if it failed he would feel broken-hearted, as his 
feelings were already intense. We can appreciate, therefore, the 
present great outpouring of the membership and their great 
rejoicing on this occasion — not a boisterous gladness, but watch 
the real and reverent pride with which each comes to view the 
Temple, and you will appreciate the force of these observations. 
Each brick, each block, each part that makes up this building, 
represents love of the Order, a firm belief in its principles, and 
a certain conviction that it will ultimately carry its ends. This 
is one reason why we have not covered it all over with 
emblems as some have suggested. Every building represents 
the character of the owner. The thought was to make a beau- 
tiful building, plain, solid, substantial, but chaste and refined. 
We desired to bring into the Order a new emblem, to make 
this building for the Temple of Odd Fellowship, a sign and 
reminder to the Order everywhere of the high and excellent 
standard that Odd Fellowship hopes to attain, and also a sign 
and reminder to the world of the honesty of our purpose in 
our warfare for God and humanity. For the same reason that 
great churches are built as monuments to the work of the 
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Church, and as encouragement to piety and love of God, so we 
desire in this building to proclaim the great duties that are in 
the command "To love thy neighbor as thyself." How well we 
have succeeded is shown in the number who are from time to 
time coming to say that at each new view they like the build- 
ing better and better, until they are ready to avow their 
complete admiration of its architectural effect. That is the way 
it is with the Order ; at first view it may not attract, but its 
sturdy faith, its honesty to its principles, its great humanity, 
representing such a great mass of the common people, and its 
noble aims, all attract and hold those who may inquire and are 
really imbued with desire to do good to their fellow-men. 

The Temple, therefore, speaks for the Order, while the belief 
in God is openly acknowledged in the inscription which was 
purposely placed there dating the building in the Christian era. 

The work is nearly done. We have been induced to do this 
work by an overpowering sentiment in the Order, and now 
that the people are gathered together to pass judgment, we 
cannot forbear saying that every one of us has put into this 
work the force of the passions of his very soul, and that we 
have done the best we could. 

It now remains for the Order to show its appreciation by 
enthusiastically and earnestly taking hold of the work of liquid- 
ating the building. It has ample means to do this, and there 
is no good reason why a single brick of this building should 
be mortgaged, when we already have the means at hand to 
release the same. If our faith in the Order has not been mis- 
placed, then will the work be quickly done, and we will, for 
gladness' sake, want to repeat these solemn ceremonies. This 
will surely and certainly come, and therefore we are pleased on 
this happy occasion to accept the responsibility of holding the 
great key of the Temple and of exercising our office to dedicate 
the Temple to the service and glory of God and the uses of 
Odd Fellowship, in full confidence that the Order desires this 
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as a token of its intention to go upward and onward, never 
faltering, never failing, in its grand mission for God and 
humanity. 



CHOIR. 

Keystone's Brotherhood. 

h.\K— ^''Missionary Hymn,'^ 

From Delaware's smooth waters 

T' Ohio's placid stream ; 
Where Susquehanna's ripples 

With sparkling sunlight gleam ; 
Where Juniata's bosom 

Reflects unclouded skies, 
And fair Monongahela 

Through smiling meadow hies; 

Chorus. — From city, town, and hamlet, 

From mountain, plain, and wood. 
To the Temple's dedication 
Comes Keystone's Brotherhood. 

From Maryland's green hillsides 

To the grand old Empire State ; 
The bay our eastern portal 

And ever-open gate; 
To the mighty lake of Erie, 

Our far northwestern bound. 
On ev'ry hill and valley, 

Our Brotherhood is found. — Cho. 

From the bald eagle's eyrie. 

The hardy mountaineer, 
The rough and ready woodsman. 

The fisher from the mere, 
The farmer from his ploughshare 

And fields of waving grain. 
The patriarchal shepherd, 

From his verdure-covered plain. — Cho. 
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GRAND MASTER: 

Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak : and hear, O earth, 
the words of my mouth. Remember the words which Moses, 
the servant of God, commanded you, saying the Lord your 
God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land. 




READING OF CHAPTER X, ST. LUKE. 

GRAND WARDEN ; 

According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so 
we will hearken unto thee; only the Lord thy God be with 
thee, as He was with Moses, 
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GRAND MASTER : 

Lord God of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven 
^bove or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant with Thy 
servants, who walk before Thee with all their hearts. 

GRAND WARDEN : 

We have surely built Thee a house to dwell in, a settled 
place for Thee to abide in forever. 

GRAND MASTER : 

Now, therefore, incline your hearts and minds to glorify 
the Lord and praise Him forever. 

Arise, arise, ye Bearers, and bring the word of the Lord 
into the house which shall be dedicated in His name. 

\The open Bible is borne in by Bearers y and 
placed in front of the Altar'] 



FIRST BEARER: 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth: show forth from day 
to day His salvation. 

SECOND BEARER : 

Declare His glory among the heathen, His marvelous 
works among all nations. 

THIRD BEARER: 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 

FOURTH BEARER: 

Glory and honor are in His presence; strength and glad- 
ness are in- his place. 

T/ie Grand Master will read a portion of the tenth chapter 

of St, Luke, 

The Grand Master and the four Bearers will recite the twenty- 
third Psalm in concert. 
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GRAND WARDEN: 

Grand Master, take heed now, for the Lord hath chosen 
thee to build a house for the Sanctuary. Be strong and 
do it. 
GRAND MASTER: 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
its cunning. 

lAn//t^in by the C/ioi'r.] 
And now, in the name of the Lord, and by the authority 
of the Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows of Pennsylvania, I, Grand Master, do dedicate the 
Temple of Odd Fellowship to the business and purposes 
of the Order, to the sacred principles of Friendship, Love, 
and Truth, and to the practice of Faith, Hope, and Charity ; 
and by this solemn act \itpliftcd right hand'\ I do declare 
the Temple to be dedicated. 

{A burst of instrumental music] 
GRAND MASTER: 

Grand Marshal, you will cause the Grand Heralds to 
proclaim the solemn act of dedication to the four quarters 
of the globe. 
GRAND MARSHAL; 

Herald of the North, by command of the Grand Master, 
you will proclaim to the world that the 
Temple of Odd Fellowship is dedicated 
to Friendship. 
HERALD OF THE NORTH: 

Hear! Hear! Hear! All men! 
By command ol the Grand 
Master, I do now proclaim the 
Temple of Odd Fellowship to be .' 
dedicated to Friendship. Friend- 
ship, free, pure, and refreshing as 
this water [water is sprinkled while 



SAMl'EL McKEE^■ER, 




he is speakingly which is its emblem, as Jonathan and David 
are its shining examples ; the noble virtue that unites men 
as brethren, each in turn helping and helped, blessing and 
blessed. 

GRAND WARDEN: 

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity. For these the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life evermore. 

CHOIR. 
Air — " Coronation,''^ 

All hail the power of Friendship's tie! 

Our Lord's sacred bond. 
And sing its praises loud and high. 

Till nations all respond. 

GRAND MARSHAL : 

Herald of the South, by command of the Grand Master, 
you will proclaim to the world that the Temple of Odd 
Fellowship is dedicated to Love. 

HERALD OF THE SOUTH: 

Hear ! Hear ! Hear ! All men ! By command of the 
Grand Master, I do now proclaim the Temple of Odd Fel- 
lowship to be dedicated to Love. Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law. The fire which is now kindled on our shrine 
[the fire is lightecr\y in the name of Brotherly Love, is the 
symbol to us of the constant flame burning upon the altar 
of the sanctutn sanctorum of the Most High. Remember, 
without ceasing, your labor of Love. 

GRAND WARDEN : 

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me 
was wonderful, passing the love of woman. 
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CHOIR. 

All hail the gentle power of Love ! 

Fair Eden gave it birth ; 
It is the theme of choirs above, 

'Tis heaven's own boon to earth. 

ORAND MARSHAL: 

Herald of the East, by the command of the Grand 
Master, you will proclaim to the world that the Temple of 
Odd Fellowship is dedicated to Truth. 

HERALD OF THE EAST: 

Hear ! Hear ! Hear ! All men ! By command of the Grand 
Master, I do now proclaim the Temple of Odd Fellowship 
to be dedicated to Truth. 

Great is Truth, and mighty above all things; 
"No soul can soar too loftily, whose aim 

Is God-given truth and brother-love to man." 
Here sow the seed of Truth [wheat is scattered], which, like 
the grain sown broadcast o'er the earth, shall sprout again 
increased an hundredfold. 

"Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again — 
The eternal years of God are hers." 

•GRAND WARDEN : 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
and speaketh the truth in his heart, O Lord, shall abide in 
Thy Tabernacle, and shall dwell in Thy Holy Hill. 

CHOIR. 

All hail the power of regal Truth! 

The Temple's solid wall, 
Strong manhood's staff, the guide of youth, 

And crown it chief of all. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Herald of the West, by command of the Grand Master, 
you will proclaim to the world that the Temple of Odd 
Fellowship is dedicated to Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
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HERALD OF THE WEST. 

Hear ! Hear ! Hear ! All men ! By command of the 
Grand Master, I do now proclaim the Temple of Odd Fel- 
lowship to be dedicated to Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
These heaven-born graces, like the flowers we strew [Enter 
High Priest, Rebekah and attendants, and the orphan 
children. The attendants strew fiowers under direction of 
Rebekah"], filling the air with fragrance, adorn and beautify 
all on whom they fall. The daily practice of these virtues 




"WE DO ACCKPT THE TRIST, 



is the fulfillment of the command of our law, "To visit the 
sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead, educate the 

orphan." 

GRAND MASTER: 

High Priest, what guests are these whose gracious hands 
Have wreathed with flowers the Temple's holy shrine. 
Lending fresh charms to our baptismal day.' 
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HIGH PRIEST: 

No Strangers they, but daughters of our house. 

Their archetype is that fair Hebrew girl 

Whom God-directed Eleazar found 

At Nahor's well, and bore to Abram's son— 

The mother, preordained, of Israel's 

Many millions. 

And now, in thy bless'd mission 
Of Odd Fellowship they claim a helpmeet's portion. 

GRAND MASTER: 

In the crusade which we have made our own 

Against man's inhumanity to man. 

What work is meet such gentle hands t' employ ? 

HIGH PRIEST: 

Care for the orphan, is our law's command. 

God and our Order know we freely gave 

Of what we had ; but not by bread alone 

Can we redeem our pledge. 
GRAND MASTER: 

What lack we then ? Of gold we have good store. 
And manhood's steady hand is at the plough. 

HIGH PRIEST: 

'Tis earnest woman's sympathy and love. 
When to the work her tender care she lends, 
Then o'er our ways God's angel spreads his wings. 

GRAND MASTER: 

Then turn we, as did Abraham of yore, to the Rebekah 
of our house, and say : Thou art our sister ; be thou a 
helper in our Brotherhood. 

REBEKAH: 

We do accept the sacred trust, and from 
The tangled web will weave an ample garb, 
And call it motherhood. The little ones 
Shall gather in its folds, and He will bless 
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Our work — even He who said : Oh, suffer them 
To come to me, forbid them not, of such 
Is the kingdom of heaven. 
GRAND MASTER: 

Then, sister, in the name of Industry, 
Of Order, and of Peace, I welcome you 
To a full share in all our tioble aims ; 
And, of the Temple's many mansions, set 




ORPHANS AT THE 



Apart a worthy place for your abode. 
High Priest of Patriarchs, confirm our covenant 
With the Daughters of Rebekah. 
HIGH PRIEST: 

Even as the Syrian brethren did of old, 

So bless we our Rebekah. Thou art our sister ; 

Be thou, ordained of God, a mother in 

Our Israel of millions yet to be. 

Who shall make earth, as heaven is, 
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His kingdom, and men of every nation, 

Tongue, and creed, one in fraternity, 

To know and feel the Fatherhood of God. 

Miriam's Song. 

sound the loud timbrel. 

Sound the loud timbrd o'er Egypt's dark sea! 
Jehovah hath triumphed, His people are free ! 
Sing, for the pride of the tyrant is broken, 

His chariots and horsemen all splendid and brave. 
How vain was their boasting! The Lord hath but spoken, 

And chariots and horsemen are sunk in the wave. 
Chorus. — Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea! 
Jehovah hath triumphed, His people are free. 
His people are free. His people are free ! 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER: 

Lo ! the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the 
flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing of the 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in the 
land. 

And behold ! the Temple of Odd Fellowship is dedi- 
cated in the name of our God to the principles and prac- 
tice of Friendship, Love, and Truth, Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. 

CHOIR. 

• 
Ring, ring the glad tidings from turret and dome. 
The Temple is finished: Odd Fellowship's home. 
Sing our loud paeans, our legions shall cover 

All earth with our mantle of Friendship and Love. 
Let praises ascend to the Lord, our Jehovah, 

His blessing hath found us. He sends us His dove. 
Ring, ring the glad tidings from turret and dome, 
The Temple is finished: Odd Fellowship's home. 
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Ring, ring the glad tidings from turret and dome, 
The Temple is finished : Odd Fellowship's home. 
Sing, for this day is our Order's ovation, 

Hosanna ! The thousands are joining the throng. 
Sing, for this day is our Fane's dedication, 

Hosanna! The welkin resounds with the song. 
Ring, ring the glad tidings from turret and dome. 
The Temple is finished : Odd Fellowship's home. 

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Grand Master, by your command, proclamation has been 
made to the four quarters of the globe that the Temple 
of Odd Fellowship has been duly dedicated to the service 
and glory of God, and to the principles and practice of 
Friendship, Love, and Truth, Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

GRAND MASTER: 

Rise, my brethren, while the Grand Chaplain offers our 
acknowledgment to Almighty God. 

GRAND CHAPLAIN: 

And now, Lord, Thou art God; therefore let it please 
Thee to bless the house of Thy servants, that it may be 
before Thee forever, for Thou blessest, O Lord, and it shall 
be blessed for aye. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty. 
For all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Thine. 
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord. Thou art exalted as Head 
above all. Amen. 

4 

DOXOLOGV. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Benediction. 
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CHAIRMEN OF GRAND LODGE COMMITTEES ON DEDICATION. 





Sienea of tl|e IDteh. 

^fS Father Time, with relentless tread, separates more dis- 
tantly the present from the past, when those who are 
molding the history of the greatest beneficial Order 
extant will be recalled by posterity to tender memory, 
interest in the work of the great Temple enterprise 
will still obtain, and the reputations of those who 
were associated with the construction and dedication 
of the home of the Triple Links will still spread and 
take their places among the subjects of heroism in 
Odd Fellowship. 

The daily events of one of the most momentous 
j>eriods in 1895 have inaugurated an epoch in the history 
uf the development and progress of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. The completion of the new 
Temple distinctly marks the end of an old regime, and 
the opening up of a brighter, better and more prosper- 
iis era; and it is but proper and right that the events of 
this week should be faithfully and indelibly recorded, while 
yet fresh in mind, that those of the future may see, if 
"through a glass dimly," somewhat of the wondrous spectacle 
of Odd Fellowship as presented in the scenes incident to the 
dedicatory ceremonies. 

The week commencing Sunday, May 19, 1895, had been 
anticipated by months of patient, tiresome labor, by those upon 
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whose shoulders the more important work was to fall, 
as well as by the lowly member of the Order, who 
ilusired to contribute his part toward making the 
(iedication of the new Temple a magnificent 
success. No detail had been overlooked, no 
feature omitted, which might make the cere- 
monies more imposing. The programme was 
only announced after the minds of eminent 
members had given it every consideration, and 
was as follows : 

»ARRV WRIGHT, Chief of Slaff. BlOlliraH, KtaU 20, 1896. 

Receplion of visiting members at the different railroad stations. 

Nine o'clock a.m.— Annual Session of the Grand Encampment, in the 
Degree-Room, ninth floor of the new Temple. The session will continue 
during the day, with the exception of a recess at noon. 

Seven o'clock p.m.— A special session of the Grand Lodge, for the 
admission of Past Grands to membership in the Grand Lodge, will be held 
at Sixth Street Hall. 

Eight o'clock p.m.— Special exemplification of the Patriarchal Golden 
Rule and Royal Purple Degrees, in the presence of the Grand Encampment, 

by the staff of Corona Encampment, No. 187, in the Degree-Room, on the 
ninth floor of the new Temple. 

Nine o'clock p.m.— Complimentary banquet by the Odd Fellows' Hall 
Association to the Grand Sire, John W. Stebbins, Esq., in the Banqueting- 
Room of the Temple. 

Cursbai;, Btan 21, 1805. 

Nine o'clock a.m.— Annual Session of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl- 
vania, I. O. O. F., at St. Geoi^e's Hall, Thirteenth and Arch Streets, Phila- 
delphia. No business, only the distribution of reports. 

NiNE-THiRTV o'clock a.m. — Grand Ixidge in recess to proceed to the 
Auditorium of the Temple. 

Nine o'clock a.m.— Meeting of delegates of the Pennsylvania State 
Assembly of the Daughters of Rebekah at the headquarters, t33i Arch 



street. Only delegates and officers are invited to attend this preliminary 
meeting. 

NiNE'THiKTV o'clock a.m. — Adjoum to the Auditorium of the Temple. 

Ten o'clock a.m. — 

jPetrication Cxerciaea 
begin in the Auditorium at the Temple. Admission only by ticket. 

The following will officiate in the ceremony: Harry L. Neall, Grand 
Master; Amos H. Hall, Grand Warden; Rev. David Crafl, Grand Chap. 
lain ; Samuel McKeever, Grand Marshal; Augustus Pfaff, Sr., High Priest; 
James M. Harrison, Herald «f the North; Clarence G. Nicholson, Herald of 
the South; Lewis B. Kemfer, Herald of thi East; Esau Loomis, Herald 
of the West; Emma May Blanchetle, Rebekah ; four brothers bearing the 
Bible; twelve attendants to the High Priest; ten attendants to Rebekah; 
Canton of Patriarchs Militant ; children of the Home for Orphans. 

Onb-thirtv o'clock p.m.— The parade will form on the streets east of 
North Broad Street. Every Lodge must be in the place assigned to it by 
the Grand Marshal at that time. At two o'clock I'.M. the heads of columns 
will move out and proceed north on Broad Street, on the east side, to the 
next street, and there halt until the division has marched out ; then counter- 
march down the west side, escorted by the Patriarchs Militant. 

Skvex-thirty o'clock e.m. — Exercises in tlie Academy of Music. Ad- 
mission by ticket. 

ftroQratniiir. ^^^^h 

Music By the Ortlifslr.i. ^^^^ 

-Singing of the Opening Ode. I 

Prayer ... . By the Grand Chaplain, Rev. David Cr.Ul. ^ ^W l 

Introduction of the Grand Sire - By Harry L. Neall, l^rrfiirt ^fcj 

Oration By J. W. Steurins, Grand Sire, ^^^H^^^l 

Address, by Mrs. Eunice Melville, Editor of the .^^^^^^^^BH 

National Rebekah. Subject: -'The Dau<;hiers I^^^^^^K 

Closing Ode. Benediction by the Grand Ch.tplain. ^^^^^^^^^|^| 




N[\K-THIKTV O'CLOCK P.M. ^Full-dress reception by 
tlie officers of the State Assembly and the lady patronesses 
uE the Daughters of Rebekah and their friends, in the 

Foyer of the Academy. (The Grand Officers and 

visiting Grand Officers will assist.) 

n>ebneab«!i, Wait 22, 1895. 

KiciHT o'clock a.m.— Excursion on the Delaware, 
on the Steamer Republic, for ladies. Patriarchs Militant, 
and visiting brethren. 

Nine o'clock a.m.— Session of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania in the Auditorium of the new Temple. 

Nine o'cloc k a.m.— Meeting of the Kebekah Assembly of the Daughters 
of Rebekah in the Auditorium of the Temple. All members of Rebekah 
Lodges can attend. 



GENERAL ED. DEANS, P.M. 



the unwritten work. 



1 of the Grand Lodge. 



Ciiurebati, ntas 28, 1895. 

Nine o'clock a.m.— Continuance of the session of Ihe Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, I. O. O. F. 



Nine o'clock a.m.— Conlinitanee of tl 
of the Daughters of Rebekah. 

Eight o'clock p..m. -Exemplification of the " Pennsyh 
Work " of the Degree of Rebekah, by the degree staf • 
Theresa Rebekah Lodge, No. 147, in the Degree-Room of 1I 
Temple, before tlie Slate Assembly. Admission by ticket. 

Ten o'cixick i*.m.— Banquet by the Committee of the 
Kebekah Lodges in Philadelphia to the delegates of 
the Rebekah Assembly and others. 

The parade, which was planned upon a 
scale greater than any hitherto attempted in 
fraternal demonstration, was admitted by all 
to have been arranged as perfectly in every 



I of the State A.ssembly 
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detail as human skill would permit. The work 
Grand Marshal Samuel McKeever and his Chief- 
of-Staff, Harry L. Wright, in this connection 
alone, involved weary hours of tedious toil for 
many months previous, and received, as it well 
deserved, the praise and commendation of all, 
when the arrangement of formation and move- 
ment was finally announced. It was only the 
inclement weather which prevented the start 
— that could mar the parade. 

■^ CAPTAIN FRANK SNOWDEN. 

The ceremonial and festive events of the 
week were fittingly inaugurated on Sunday, May igth, by the 
Grand Lodge, escorted by Canton Philadelphia, No. I, under 
command of Captain Frank Snowden and Lieutenant Usher 
A. Hali, attending divine service at the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Chestnut Street, above Eighteenth. The members of 
the Order, to the number of about 500, met at the Temple at 
ten o'clock, and marched in a body to the church, whfce they 
listened to an eloquent address by Rev. George E. Rees, who 
paid a warm tribute to the Brotherhood and its work, and 
whose sermon will be found in the pages of this volume. The 
pulpit was decorated with growing palms and cut flowers, and a 
special musical service was given under the direction of George 
H. Luckenbach. On Sunday evening special religious services 
were also held at St. Simeon's Protestant Episcopal 
t liurch. Ninth Street and Lehigh Avenue, which 
Hori.- largely attended by Lodges located in the 
nortliern portion of the city. A special sermon 
pLTtinent to the occasion was preached by Rev. 
Fidgar C. Cope. 

Headquarters for the Grand Lodge offi- 
cers and the various committees were estab- 
lished at the Hotel Hanover. Here was 
located the Reception Committee, with 
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Herman Becker as chairman, and John Culin, secretary, who 
co-operated with the Hotel Committee, in charge of Chairman 
John J. Curlett, in attending to the wants and comforts of 
arriv^ing delegations and the hosts of visiting brethren. This 
was the center of activity, the general bureau of information, 
and throughout Sunday, as well as Monday, emissaries and 
sub-committees were sent to the various railroad stations, to 
meet arriving trains and care for the visitors who entered our 
gates. Information of every character was furnished. Those 
having arranged for hotels were escorted to their destination. 
Those without accommodations were given rates and locations 
of hundreds of selected boarding-houses and hotels, and their 
wants attended to. Every facility was afforded the stranger, 
and for two days every Odd Fellow arriving at any of the 
local stations found a brother Odd Fellow ready to grasp his 
hand and give him welcome. The ladies visiting the city were 
taken care of by a committee, of which Mrs. Thos. Beach was 
president, Mrs. Felte, secretary, and Mrs. Shearer, treasurer. 
The work of these committees was arduous, but it was thorough 
and complete, and a true exemplification of fraternity on the 
eve of a great fraternal demonstration. 

The dawning of Monday morning found the streets of the 
Quaker City in gay attire. From every roof in the center of 
the city was flaunted to the breeze the national ensign, and 
the fronts of the buildings were adorned with a profusion of 
bunting in varied hues — as a rule, symbolizing the various 
Degrees of the Order, which, mingling with the ever-present 
Triple Links and the All-seeing Eye, left the stranger in no doubt 
as to why the city had put on its holiday attire. The Order 
seemed to own the city ; merchants vied with each other in 
their hospitable greeting, many furnishing light luncheons and 
souvenirs of the occasion to visitors to their establishments. 
Emblems and banners were displayed in the windows, on the 
walls, and on all sides of the streets. A special feature of interior 
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display was made in many of the large mercantile establish- 
ments. It is safe to assert that never before had there been 
so lavish a display of the decorator's art in Philadelphia, not 
even excepting events of civic and national importance. 

The press of the city was most cordial in its treatment 
of the ceremonies, and column after column — in some cases as 
much as entire pages -were devoted to reports of the various 
days' proceedings. 




.ODGE AND STATE ASSEMBLY. 



On Monday, the Grand Encampment, presided over by 
Grand Patriarch-elect F. L. B. Keffer, owing to the death of E. 
B. Erisman, G.P., which occurred but a short time before, met 
in annual session on the ninth floor of tlie Temple, and com- 
pleted its business during the afternoon. 

Grand Scribe James B. Nicholson's report showed that the 
present membership numbered 14,434. 

'5' 



In the evening, a special session was held in the Degree- 
Room, on the ninth floor of the Temple, for the purpose of 
witnessing an exemplification of the Patriarchal Golden Rule 
and Royal Purple Degrees by the degree staff of Corona 
Encampment, No. 287, of Philadelphia, and of which Charles A. 
Braseimann was Degree Master. 

During the evening, a banquet was given to Grand Sire 
John W. Stebbins, of New York, and to his escort, by the Hall 
Association of Philadelphia, in the Banqueting- Room of the new 
Temple. The committee for this occasion consisted of William 
A. Witherup, chairman, Albert E. Keeler, Frank Snowden, Louis 
S. Amonson and Edwin L. Ritter. A splendid repast was 
spread before the invited guests and the Board of Trustees of 
the Hail Association. In response to 
the address of welcome, the Grand 
1 j^ ., Sire delivered a most feeling 
TK'^^iid appropriate address. 
"* However important the 

r f ■ t other evLiits for Tuesday may 
' have been to many, it was 

evident that the popular feature 
with the thousands 
was the parade. It 
had been estimated 
that the number of 
men in line would 
range from 30,000 
to 50,000, and the 
number of mem- 
bers of the Order and their 
friends in the city was esti- 
mated [ic 100,000. Nearly all 
the I^.istern States were 
represented, and complete 




arrangements on the greatest scale were announced. The grand 
march, however, was prevented by rain, which began in the early 
morning atid continued all day, compelling Grand Marshal 
Samuel McKeever to abandon it. The disappointment was keen 
and general, and the loss on all sides irretrievable. The greatest 
disappointment was, perhaps, felt by the Philadelphia Cantons 
of the Patriarchs Militant, whose committee, comprising Captain 
Frank Snowden, Major Thos. J. Murtha, and Lieutenant Usher 
A. Hall, had labored for months to make this feature of the day 
particularly brilliant and successful. Most of the Lodges, how- 
ever, had marched to the points of formation, hoping the rain 
would cease, and, when news spread that the parade was 
abandoned, they bravely had parades of their own down Broad 
Street, past the Temple, the musicians of the brass bands being 
often obliged to empty the water out of their instruments. It 
was an umbrella brigade in earnest, and demonstrated that 
neither wind nor weather could daunt the spirits of those who 
follow the banners of Odd Fellowship. Our fraternity is, truly, 
not composed of fair-weather members. 

The Grand Lodge met Tuesday a.m., and adjourned to 
take part in the Dedication. The Dedication of the new 
Temple was brilliantly carried out. The Auditorium was crowded 
at ten o'clock, the hour fixed for the ceremonies, which were 
exceedingly impressive. The ritual had been specially dramatized 
for the occasion by Dr. Thomas W. Armstrong, and many 
prominent officers of the Order were present. Grand Master 
Neall and his colleagues were assisted by members of the 
Daughters of Rebekah and the children from the Orphans' 
Home. During the recitation of the beautifully worded saluta- 
tions by the Grand Heralds, and the ritualistic sentiments, 
seven blocks of stone, representing, respectively, Purity, Friend- 
ship, Love, Truth, Faith, Hope, and Charity, were built into an 
altar. The Grand Master received from the representative of 
the Building Committee, Henry Kengott, the great key of the 
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Temple, after which was delivered the Dedicatory Address by 
Grand Master Harry L. Neall. The Temple was thrown open 
in the afternoon for inspection, and thousands availed themselves 
of the opportunity to look through the beautiful building on 
that and subsequent days. 

In the evening, a reception was given, in the Academy of 
Music, to the Grand Sire of the Sovereign Grand Lodge, John 
W. Stebbins, which was attended by many eminent officers and 
delegates, and an address of welcome was delivered by Hon. 
Charles F. Warwick, Mayor of Philadelphia. 

On Tuesday evening, most of the city Lodges celebrated the 
occasion by banquets and jollifications of various kinds, and in 
each case some out-of-town Lodge had been invited to attend 
in a body and were entertained, together with such individual 
visiting Odd Fellows as could be captured. There was con- 
siderable friendly rivalry as to who should have the honor of 
entertaining the greatest number of guests, and the friendships 
formed between city and country Lodges on this occasion have 
brought the members closer than ever within the bands of the 
Triple Links. 

On Wednesday, the real work of the Grand Lodge was 
transacted and was conducted by Grand Master Harry L. Neall. 

The report of the Grand Secretary showed that the present 
membership is 107,708; number of working Lodges, 1,083. 

On Thursday, the session of the Grand Lodge acted upon 
routine business, and fixed upon Pittsburg as the place for the 
next annual session. 

The State Assembly, Daughters of Rebekah, met in the 
Degree-Room, and on Thursday evening the splendid degree 
staff of Theresa Lodge, No. 147, Daughters of Rebekah, exem- 
plified in the Degree-Room, after which a large banquet was 
served in the Drill-Room and Foyer of the Temple. 

The Patriarchs Militant had chartered the palace steamer 
Republic, which gave the many visiting brothers an opportunity 
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to inspect the waters surrounding Philadelphia, and it proved 
to be a most enjoyable diversion. 

Though one of the greatest features of the week was 
prevented by rain, yet all were pleased ; and those who were 
present at the beautiful ceremony of Dedication, and saw the 
spectacle of the orphans grouped about the altar, and the 
multitude of people gazing with tearful eyes on the scene, have 
had an object-lesson of the undying principles of the Order. 
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